LICHEN COURSES 2010

UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL LICHEN COURSES FOR EVERYONE 
Learn more about lichens by attending one or more of these courses to be held a the University of Bristol Botanic Garden, The Holmes, Stoke Park Road, Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 1JB
1) BRISTOL - A BEGINNERS LICHEN IDENTIFICATION COURSE
Saturday 10am – 1pm, 6th and 13th February 2010
This course is for people who are interested in natural history and who the study of lichens in detail is new to them. The course will cover the basic principals of lichen biology and identification. The course will go through the topics step by step giving a brief introduction to a variety of different aspects of lichens. The aim of the course is get students to a position where they can identify common lichens and continue to study them on their own with the help of some guides and books. Students will be asked to bring in lichens to study for the second Saturday and are asked to bring in a x 10 hand lens if they have one.

Course Fee: £45 (payable to the University of Bristol)
Course Code: SITGLN021

2) BRISTOL - LEARNING MORE ABOUT LICHENS: AN INTERMEDIATE COURSE
Saturday 10am - 4pm, 20th February 2010
This course will introduce participants to aspects of studying lichens for the purpose of identification and understanding their biology and ecology. This will enable you to use the latest edition of the recently published full standard lichen flora and to tackle the smaller crustose species as well as the larger ones. The techniques and topics include microscopy of the vegetative structures and reproductive structures, chemistry of lichens and the structure and function of the various special organs that lichens have evolved. Although some lichen material will be provided, you are encouraged to bring your own specimens of lichens for examination and identification. (It will be assumed only that participants will know what lichens are and to have had a previous introduction to them; the ability to name species previously encountered is not expected.) 

Course Fee: £45 (payable to the University of Bristol)

3) BRISTOL - ADVANCED COURSE IN LICHENOLOGY: LICHENS ON LIMESTONE
Tutors: Dr B J Coppins and Dr D J Hill

There will be a weekend course held at Bristol University Botanic Garden from 7.30pm on Friday 26 February to 4.30pm on Sunday 28 February 2010.  The University Botanic Garden is located in Stoke Bishop where there is plenty of nearby parking.

The course will help lichenologists who want to get to know the lichen flora of limestone areas better and become more confident at finding the species present and identifying them reliably.  The emphasis will be on linking an ecological understanding to the habitats in the field with laboratory work with material collected. The programme will start with an introduction to sites we will visit in the field probably in the Mendips Then we will consider how the habitats can be divided up into niches and their ecological characteristics with examples of the key species to be found. In the field we will learn how to approach these habitats in practice with the provisional identification of characteristic species that occur in these niches.  In the field, we will learn how to collect small samples for laboratory study back for the purpose of confirming identities of field determinations or complete identification of unknowns. We will be using the new Lichen Flora and learning the new features of this work. The Laboratory work will include training in microscopic examination and where appropriate any other methods such as those for lichen substances. The intention is a theme of developing specific skills rather than a general field meeting.

Fee: £25.00 (excluding any board and lodging and catering) payable to The British Lichen Society

Action
Further details about, and enrolment on, the Elementary Course and the Intermediate Course contact University Botanic at the address above or email  botanic-gardens@bristol.ac.uk    or Tel: 0117 331 4906. See also the website: http://www.bristol.ac.uk/depts/BotanicGardens/about/education.htm 
If you are not sure whether these courses are suitable for you or want further information email d.j.hill@bris.ac.uk   

For enrolment on the BLS Course Lichens on Limestone course please email: d.j.hill@bris.ac.uk   ==============================================

FIELD STUDIES COUNCIL LICHEN COURSES 2010

see: www.field-studies-council.org

19-21 March, FLATFORD MILL
IDENTIFYING LICHENS

tutor:
John Skinner


This course introduces the identification and ecology of lichens, concentrating on their growth forms, reproductive strategies and habitat requirements. A combination of field excursions, microscope work and use of keys will help you to develop confidence in essential identification skills.

John Skinner is Senior Keeper of Natural History at Southend Museum and has extensive experience recording the lichens of the region.

5-12 April, KINDROGAN
LICHEN IDENTIFICATION


tutor:
Rebecca Yahr


Most people who know something about them think that lichens are fascinating, but many feel fearful about starting to look at them, because of their reputation for being 'difficult'. This course lasts for an entire week, so even if you are a complete beginner, you will have time and opportunity to feel comfortable and gain confidence looking at lichens both in the field and the laboratory.  

Rebecca Yahr has been studying lichens for 15 years, including evolution, ecology, and conservation and currently at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. 

7-13 April, ORIELTON
MARITIME LICHENS OF PEMBROKESHIRE

tutor:
Pat Wolseley

Pembrokeshire offers a wealth of maritime habitats from rocky coasts to ancient woodlands containing rich lichen communities with many common and some nationally rare species. An island visit is planned, weather permitting, boat and landing fees not included. Daily field excursions are followed by evening sessions with the aid of an easy-to-use handbook and microscopes at Orielton. Beginners are welcome.

Pat Wolseley is a Lichenologist at the Natural History Museum and previous President of the British Lichen Society. 

20-22 Aug, SLAPTON LEY
LICHENS AND LICHENICOLOUS FUNGI

tutor: 
David Hawksworth

A workshop-style course covering identification of lichens and also the fungi that are obligately associated with them both, in the field and under the microscope. Ideal for those with enthusiasm and a little knowledge wishing to increase their confidence and learn more. Advantage will be taken of the rich material of lichens and lichenicolous fungi present in Slapton and in its vicinity.

David Hawksworth is a former President of the British Lichen Society and author of numerous articles on lichens and associated fungi.

10-12 Sept, FLATFORD MILL
IDENTIFYING LICHENS: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL WORKSHOP

tutor:
John Skinner


This course is an intermediate level workshop on lichen identification for anyone who would like to take their interest several stages further. There will be a combination of field excursions, microscope work and use of keys to help you with the identification of scarcer lichens.

John Skinner is Senior Keeper of Natural History at Southend Museum and has extensive experience working with the lichens of the region.

1-03 Oct, MALHAM TARN 
LICHENS IN THE DALES: AN INTRODUCTORY COURSE

tutor:
Allan Pentecost


The Malham Tarn area is rich in lichen species, occurring on rocks, trees and soil, allowing the beginner to form a useful and informative collection of material. Methods of collection and examination will be explained and specimens from the field will be examined further at the Centre.  Gain confidence in using simple identification keys and chemical tests and obtain an understanding of their biology and impact on the landscape.  A course for beginners or those with little experience with lichens, though the more experienced are also welcome. 

Allan Pentecost, an experienced tutor, has published many research papers on lichens including Malham Tarn Lichen Flora.  He has been visiting and collecting in the area for over 30 years.

