Notice of Annual General Meeting
Venues

The 2011 Winter Meeting, comprising Committees, Council, the Swinscow Lecture, Annual General Meeting and lectures will be held at the Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London, SW7 5BD over the period Thursday 13th to Saturday 15th January 2011.  

The Swinscow Lecture, AGM and lectures will be held in the Flett Lecture Theatre. There will be space for exhibits in the foyer of the Flett Lecture Theatre. 

The Winter Field Meeting will be held at Ashtead Common NNR, Ashtead, Surrey on Sunday 16th January 2011.  See below for further details.
Accommodation

Accommodation close to the Natural History Museum is available nearby at Baden-Powell House, 65-67 Queensgate, SW7 5JS. See www.bph.conferences@scout.org.uk or 'phone 020 7590 6909.

There are also reasonably priced hotels nearby:

Abcone Hotel 020 7460 3400

Montana Hotel 020 7584 7654

Eden Plaza Hotel 020 7370 6111

Acacia Hostel 020 7823 7103

There is also an NHM accommodation list which will be put on the BLS website.

Timetable

Friday 14th January:

17.30 – Drinks & nibbles available in the foyer of the Flett Lecture Theatre. 

18.00 – Swinscow Lecture – Flett Lecture Theatre.

19.30 – Society Dinner to be held at Baden-Powell House across the road (Queensway) from the NHM. 

Saturday 15th January:

10.00 – Coffee / tea / shortbread available in the foyer of the Flett Lecture Theatre. 

10.30 – Annual General Meeting.

12.45 – Lunch at own expense in the Staff Restaurant.  
14.00 – Conducted tour of new lichenological facilities in the NHM – 3 groups led by Pat Wolseley, Holger Thüs and Cécile Gueidan.

15.00 – First of three lectures (see details below) reflecting on 2010 as International Year of Biodiversity.

15.30 – Coffee / tea.

1. 16.00 – Second & third lectures

2. 17.00 - Discussion
17.30 – Close.

Exhibition 
Exhibits can be put up in the Foyer of the Flett theatre from 2.30 on Friday and should be ready for viewing by 5.00 pm on Friday 14th. They can remain up until the end of the programme on Saturday 15th.  Please advise Pat Wolseley by e-mail of your requirements for tables or display stands before Monday 3rd January as these have to be ordered in advance.
Swinscow Lecture

The Swinscow Lecture is delivered every second year in honour of Dougal Swinscow, the founding father of the Society.  This year it will take place at 6.00 p.m. on Friday 14th January in the Flett Lecture Theatre in the Natural History Museum.  We are privileged to welcome Dr Robert Lücking from The Field Museum of Natural History, Chicago whose talk is entitled: 

Lichenology in the 21st Century: is nothing the same?
Abstract:  

Molecular phylogeny has revolutionized our understanding of the evolution and classification of living organisms. Of the three higher kingdoms Plantae, Animalia, and Fungi, the Fungi including the lichens have undergone the most drastic systematic changes.  
Classifications published before the new millenium have been contradicted almost entirely by molecular evidence gathered in the past decade. This profoundly affects how we deal with lichen fungi on a daily basis, from the lack of consistency in naming them, to the widely disparate species concepts that might recognize just one taxon where others distinguish ten, to our ideas about how lichens evolved and diversified.

This presentation draws a picture of what lichenology entails in the 21st century; how we can face the challenges of incorporating new data and concepts into our accustomed views of what lichens are and how they should be classified, without neglecting the importance of traditional approaches involving solid taxonomy and field experience.
Society Dinner 

3. This will be held at Baden-Powell House across the road from the NHM (at the junction of Cromwell Rd with Queensgate) and will comprise a hot fork buffet with vegetarian option, followed by dessert and coffee or tea.  A pay-bar is available.  To secure a place please complete the enclosed form and send a cheque made payable to the British Lichen Society (not BLS) to cover the required number of dinners (@ £20)  to John Skinner, BLS Treasurer, 28 Parkanour Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, Essex, SS1 3HY.

Annual General Meeting

10.00
Coffee will be served in the Foyer of the Flett theatre (entrance from Exhibition Rd at 10 a.m.) to enable members to view exhibits and meet each other

10.30
Annual General Meeting

Nominations

4. Nominations for Officers for 2011 and three members of Council for the period 2011-2014 should be sent by e-mail or in writing to the Secretary, Dr. Chris Ellis, Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, 20A Inverleith Row, Edinburgh, EH3 5LR, Scotland C.Ellis@rbge.ac.uk at least 2 weeks before the AGM.  No person may be nominated without their consent.  Peter Lambley, Ivan Pedley and Steve Price are due to retire from Council and are not eligible for re-election. 

AGM Agenda

Please sign attendance list and write your own name badge.

5. Apologies for absence

6. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at Norwich January 2010.

7. Matters arising.

8. Officers and Committee Chair Reports.

9. Field Meetings 2011-2012

10. Election of Officers and three members of Council including Field Meetings Secretary, Chair of Education & Promotions Committee and Librarian.

11. Amendment of Constitution
12. Ursula Duncan Award

13. Any other business

14. Date and place of AGM 2012. 
14.00 – 15.00 Guided tour of new facilities for lichenologists in the NHM – 3 groups led by Pat Wolseley, Holger Thüs and Cécile Gueidan.
Lectures reflecting on 2010 as International Year of Biodiversity
15.00 – 15.30    

Neil Sanderson: The Conservation of Lichen-Rich Woodlands

Abstract: Woodlands are the richest habitat in Britain for rare and threatened lichens.  Lichen-rich woods can occur in all climatic zones that support woodland and have a history of clean air.  However, the density of lichen-rich woodlands is very variable and reflects local land use history.  Threatened lichens occupy numerous different habitats within woodlands, often with very narrow niches and occurring at low densities.  Individual species conservation is a daunting prospect and unlikely to be effective.  Fortunately, there are common habitat requirements shared by most threatened woodland threatened lichens; they are largely species of old growth stands and require both reasonably high light levels and shelter.  Lichen-rich woods typically have areas of old growth with open canopies, but which are failing to regenerate.  Such stands are generally maintained by the browsing of large mammals.  These woodlands are typically a product of past non-intensive multiuse woodland management.  
In modern Britain such habitats are not proving easy to maintain, with rapidly changing threats.  Many traditionally grazed woodlands were overgrazed in the 20th century, and much conservation policy is still influenced by this.  The prevailing threat now, however, is undergrazing.  There is a great need for lichenologists to communicate the vital need to maintain long term openness within lichen-rich woodlands, including quite dense woods (pasture woodland) that do not conform to general concepts (wood pasture) of what grazed woodlands should look like.
15.30 – Coffee / tea.

16.00 – 16.30    

Vince Giavarini: Lichens of the Killarney National Park

Abstract: Divided neatly between Carboniferous limestone in the north and Devonian sandstone in the south, Killarney is Ireland’s first National Park. From Loch Leane in the east, steep, boggy mountains threaded with lakes run its entire length. At the heart of Killarney are its Atlantic woodlands, prized habitats bursting with Lobarion and Graphidion lichens.

The ‘evil’ here of course is Rhododendron infestation but Killarney knows all about Rhododendron: for 40 years ground teams have been tackling it head on. 

The talk will explore how the LichenIreland project has enabled work to begin on mapping the lichen interest of this extraordinary area. 

In the wake of so much displacement by Rhododendron what are the prospects for the future of Killarney’s lichen treasures?
16.30 – 17.00
Bryan Edwards: Important Plant Areas & Important Areas for Fungi
Abstract:  Important Plant Areas and Important Areas for Fungi are areas recognised by Plantlife International as centres of plant and fungal biodiversity and are key to meeting Objective 2 – that of Conserving Plant Diversity – as part of Plant Diversity Challenge.  

In the UK 75 areas have been identified as being of International Importance for Lichens within the Atlantic Europe, either for supporting rare and threatened species or for exceptional assemblages of indicators for example those associated with Oceanic woodland or coastal rocks..
17.00 – 17.30  Discussion
Saturday evening

There are no formal events in the evening but if there is sufficient interest arrangements can be made for a reservation at a nearby restaurant for dinner or gathering at a local pub.

Winter Field Meeting, Ashtead Common NNR, Ashtead, Surrey

16 January 2011

Ashtead is located between Epsom and Leatherhead, close to junction 9 of the M25. Ashtead Station can be reached by direct train from either Waterloo or Victoria stations. Please assemble in the station car park grid reference TQ 180589 at 10.30AM. At the time of writing the winter timetable is not available so CHECK THESE TIMES but a train should leave Waterloo at 9.32 arriving at 10.12, and from Victoria at 09.38 arriving at 10.25. There is ample free car parking on a Sunday, and the station is immediately adjacent to the common. 
Ashtead Common is owned by the City of London. It has a website (http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/Corporation/LGNL_Services/Environment_and_planning/Parks_and_open_spaces/Ashtead_Common/) – you will find it easier to google “Ashtead Common” – on which various information including a map and and guide leaflet are posted. I will attempt to acquire copies of these for the day. The Common staff are enthusiastic to support our visit, and will hopefully join us on the day.

Much of the following information has been gathered from the Common’s website. Ashtead Common is an ancient area of park woodland with over 2,300 ancient oak pollards providing a stable habitat for many rare and endangered deadwood species. It has been part of the Epsom and Ashtead Commons Site of Special Scientific Interest since 1955 due to its rich community of breeding birds. It has also been a National Nature Reserve since 1995 due to the decaying wood of ancient trees and the rare invertebrates that live in it. The site includes two scheduled Ancient Monuments - a Roman villa and a triangular earthwork.

Ashtead Common's diverse habitats support a wide variety of plant and animal species, including several hundred species of fungi, lichen and mosses (only several hundred….? PFC). Some 50 different species of trees and shrubs and more than 300 other species of plants can also be found here, including the greater yellow rattle, bluebell, wood anemone and the southern marsh orchid. The Common is a mosaic of woodland, grassland, scrub and various wetland habitats - ponds, streams, ditches, springs and a well.

The large area of oak pollards (relic woodland pasture) provides an important habitat for specialised plants (aaaargh…. PFC) such as lichens, mosses and liverworts, as well as attracting bats, woodpeckers, owls and nuthatches, together with butterflies such as the purple emperor and purple hairstreak. The woodland in spring is scattered with bluebells, anemones and wood sorrel. Wood spurge, butcher's broom and giant fescue are also found here. The lower slopes of the Common towards the Rye and Woodfield were periodically used for crops until 1956. Nowadays, they are now dominated by shrubs and bushes, such as willow, sallow, blackthorn, hawthorn and oak. Often described as scrub / grassland, this area provides an intermediate stage between grassland and woodland.

The Common is renowned for its invertebrates. Over 1,000 species of beetle have been recorded, of which more than 150 are internationally rare species. The list of butterflies and moths is equally impressive. Ashtead is home to a variety of amphibians and reptiles, as well as mammals such as bats, voles, foxes and roe deer. Non-lichenized fungi have been reasonably well surveyed with specialities such as the BAP-listed oak polypore (Piptoporus quercinus) and the area was surveyed for microfungi quite extensively in the past by IMI staff, but there does not seem to have been a systematic attempt to record the lichens.

Bring a packed lunch and flask (Thermos or hip, it’s up to you) and there should be opportunities afterwards to recover from the ordeal, either at a local pub or at my home that is not much further away. 

If you’re delayed or need further information contact me at p.cannon@cabi.org (beforehand) or on 07597 551059 on the day.

