BLS Database Project

The next phase of our database project is getting under way. Over the last few years we have concentrated on Threatened Lichens, Scotland, and most recently on implementing Recorder 6. Now we are tackling England and Wales - and we need your help! 
Records

We are starting with the churchyard records. About 5,300 cards are already in the database but there are another 1,500 to input and nearly 2,000 for which habitat information could be added to the species lists we already hold. There is a wealth of information on these cards and once they are all in the database we will be able to analyse it, something we have never been able to do before. Producing a report on the status of lichens in churchyards is part of the project. 
While this is going on we will be preparing records from other sources for input. The most important of these are survey reports and the cards in the Mapping Scheme archive. We also want to gather in records from the BLS membership. These may be for common species or rarities, and repeat recording from the same site is particularly valuable in monitoring change. If possible they should be submitted using the BLS spreadsheet (downloadable from the website). Records that have already been submitted to a local records centre could be sent on to us in digital form, preferably as a Recorder export.

Getting involved

Over the next two years we will have thousands of record cards and lists to computerise, so we need people to prepare them and do the input. Some records need more preparation than others. They may already have been validated by an expert, be on cards and be legible, or they may not! It helps if the preparation can be done by the original recorder or by someone with local knowledge.

All the records will be input to the standard BLS spreadsheet., so anyone can help with this who has a PC with Excel and some experience of using it. We will try to match tasks to the expertise of the inputter, some will be more complex than others.
For the next few months the project will be funded by the National Biodiversity Network, Natural England, Countryside Council for Wales, Biological Records Centre and Welsh Biodiversity Partnership. After that we hope to get additional funding from a charitable trust. Many of us are limited in the time we can give on a purely voluntary basis, but this financial support will enable us to pay people for their time and cover any expenses which should make it possible for more members to get involved.
Using the data

As phases of the work are completed the database will be released for public use on the NBN Gateway website (www.searchNBN.net), and we are looking into ways in which it could also be used from the BLS website. 
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For further information, or to send in records, please contact Janet Simkin on 01661 823233 or  email janetsimkin@btinternet.com.
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