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This book contains colour photographs and illustrated keys. These keys only use characters that are visible in the field, by eye, or under a x10 hand lens. This combination enables the user to identify most of the lichens which are likely to be found on gravestones, on the church or on wooden structures such as fences or benches. It also includes a key to the most common species which occur on soil and mosses. The main key may, in addition, be used for identifying lichens found on rocks and sawn wood in situations other than in a churchyard.

This book gives information for three methods of identification: 

(Method 1) The simplest method is just to compare the specimen with the 54 coloured photographs and use the tabular notes for confirmation.
(Method 2) The identification may be made by using the colour photographs together with the table of characters to 60 of the most common lichens that occur in churchyards. 

(Method 3) Use of the more advanced key that includes nearly 190 taxa covering almost all churchyard species which can be identified in the field. For ease of use, the key is divided into sections relating to habitat. It is fully illustrated throughout with numerous line drawings of the more important features that are used in the key.

The use of technical words is kept to a minimum and an illustrated glossary is provided. The book also includes an introduction to lichens and their identification in the churchyard, a list of taxa included in the key and a bibliography.

For durability and ease of use in the field, the book is spirally bound in wire and printed on thin card with stouter covers.
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