INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF BIODIVERSITY 2010

We're celebrating IYB by surveying lichens in gardens,

 in our own back yards and in larger, public gardens:

join the BLS-RHS lichen survey at RHS Wisley on Sunday 3 October.

See here for more information and card for the garden record card.

(Lichens in Churchyards and Church schools are also in the spotlight as the C of E's contribution to IYB.  Find out more through Dioceses and Parishes.)

Introduction:
Gardens are wonderful places for lichens with their various microhabitats.  Celebrate 2010, the International Year of Biodiversity, by recording lichens in your own garden, and in large, public gardens. From the records collected we hope to gain a picture of the diversity of lichens in gardens across Britain and Ireland and to find which lichens are the most frequent, or noteworthy and special.

A simplified record card (about 100 species) can be downloaded from the BLS website

or contact Barbara Hilton for a copy. Later, return your card to Barbara.  (It will be copied and data sent to Janet Simkin for the database.) BLS members, before visiting a public garden, contact Barbara to check that the garden (or a specific part, if it is big) has not already been surveyed. Later, send Barbara a note of your expenses and receipt, for reimbursement.

Survey visit to RHS Wisley: A joint celebration by BLS and RHS for IYB 2010

RHS Wisley, courtesy of Dr John David, is hosting a lichen survey day for BLS members on Sunday, 3 October 2010. Arrive by 10.30. After a brief introduction at 11.00 we can enjoy the day recording lichens in one or more of the varied habitats. These include: informal avenues of native trees, wild plant area, pinetum, fruit tree plantation, wooden benches, rock garden, stone and brick edging to flower beds and introduced monuments including some of granite. We aim to list the lichens and to work towards a lichen leaflet for this world-famous garden.


The usual entrance fee is waived and tea and coffee are available in our workroom where dissecting microscope facilities will be provided. During the afternoon surveying continues and a general lichen walk will be provided for members of the public. Dr William Purvis of the Natural History Museum has kindly agreed to give an illustrated talk on 'Lichens and Gardens' at 16.00. [print-out details below]
RHS WISLEY 
SUNDAY 3 OCTOBER  10AM – 4.30PM

We are fortunate to have been invited to this prestigious garden to survey lichens. Habitats include informal avenues of native trees, wild plant areas, pinetum, fruit tree plantation, wooden benches, rock garden, stone and brick edging to flower beds and monuments, including some of granite. The garden is most attractive and provides good scope for lichen-hunting: over 400 hectares (1,000 acres) in all!  Many substrates in the garden show a reasonable cover of common lichens that have established themselves over the last 40 years, as sulphur dioxide pollution has diminished. Some significant trees were lost in the severe gales of 1987 but badly affected woodland has been replanted. The A3 runs alongside the garden that is affected by nitrogen-pollutants from traffic and garden practice. However, the RHS is keenly aware of its responsibility in managing the garden in an environmentally sustainable way. Our challenge is to identify interesting niches in which less common lichens might be found! We aim to achieve a list of lichens that may be the basis of a leaflet for visitors. 

This day is a contribution by both BLS and RHS to the International Year of Biodiversity and is courtesy of Dr John David. 

Programme

10.00–10.30
Arrive at the main entrance and make your way to the Hillside Events Centre. (Entrance is free for BLS members who do not belong to the RHS and are surveying lichens on this day.)


10.30–10.45   Coffee or tea in the Hillside Events Centre, our base for the day. Coffee/ tea and X10, X20 viewing microscopes are available throughout in this base.

10.45

Welcome and introduction by Dr John David. John will describe the various garden habitats available and the scope provided for lichen diversity. We will decide which areas to survey, in small groups, during the morning and choose an alternative for the afternoon, so we can achieve as much coverage as possible. John will offer guidance on observing considerately, to fit in with garden practice.

11.15–3.30    During this time participants can record lichens in two different areas, with a break in between. Lunch is available in the garden café at reasonable cost.

3.30–4.00
 Return to our base for a plenary session to pool results and discuss possible Next Steps.

4.00–4.30
Lichens in Gardens by Dr William Purvis of the Natural History Museum. William has kindly agreed to give an illustrated talk.
During the afternoon an Introductory Lichen Walk,  2.00–3.15, will be offered for members of the public, to introduce the fascinating tiny world of lichens. Locally frequent species will be introduced, their life-style and habitat preferences explained. The walk will start from the Loggia at the east end of the Canal and at a gentle pace will cover several garden areas. Barbara Hilton will lead this, for a maximum of 22 people. (If you are willing to assist or take an extra group, please let Barbara know.) Local RHS members and staff are welcome to join the final session (3.30 onwards).
Getting there: The garden lies between Cobham and Ripley in Surrey, off the main London to Portsmouth road (A3) south of Junction 10 of the M25. Follow the brown tourist flower signs on the A3 and M25 to RHS Garden.  Parking is free.

By bus: 515 Kingston to Guildford. By rail: Closest station is West Byfleet (3 miles) or Woking (4 miles). (No taxis on standby at West Byfleet.)

To join this great opportunity: contact Barbara Hilton, Beauregard, 5 Alscott Gardens, Alverdiscott, Barnstaple, Devon EX31 3QJ  or: bphilton@eclipse.co.uk



