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Independent environment agency back on agenda - Attwood
Environment Minister Alex Attwood said today that the concept of an independent environment agency was back on the reform agenda. 
The Minister wants to get views of key stakeholders. While this is not formal consultation, he is ‘testing the water’ before progressing the matter further. He has thus issued a discussion document entitled Environmental Governance in Northern Ireland, for feedback. Alex Attwood said: “In the three years since the idea of an independent agency was raised, the Northern Ireland Environment Agency has established a fine reputation for sensitive management of the environment. “However the time is now right to revisit this issue, and I am calling on key interests to let me have their views on options for a new independent Environment Agency set out in the document I am issuing today. “Explaining his approach, the Minister said: “This paper is not a formal consultation; what I want to do is to “test the water” to establish what appetite there may be for complete structural reform leading to a truly independent agency – with the necessary powers - to manage our environment”.
The Minister added: “I am aware that any final proposal to create an independent agency can only be made following a much more detailed and thoughtful consideration. The issue of who manages our environment is not a dusty bureaucratic matter but is important not only for us but for generations to come - it is crucial that we get it right”.
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/index/media-centre/news-departments/news-doe/news-doe-050811-independent-environment-agency.htm 
 
Environment Agency's 'hit list' of ten most invasive species
A “hit list” of the ten invasive species which pose the biggest threat to native wildlife on Britain’s waterways and cost £1.7bn a year to tackle has been released by the Environment Agency.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/8684225/Environment-Agencys-hit-list-of-ten-most-invasive-species.html 
 
Debating the nature of ‘natural’
Bioscience for Society Working Group explores unease surrounding technologies to facilitate public engagement.  The Bioscience for Society Strategy Panel (BSS) is an independent panel of researchers, social scientists, ethicists and others that provides BBSRC with critical and objective advice on societal issues and concerns, and public engagement strategy. BSS formed a Working Group which took a look at this one issue, nature and naturalness, and how people think about it, in order that BBSRC can take steps to facilitate effective and influential public engagement.
http://www.bbsrc.ac.uk/news/policy/2011/110804-f-debating-the-nature-of-natural.aspx
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Environment: The case against protection
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-14344384 
 
______________________________________________________
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BBC Trust review of impartiality and accuracy of the BBC’s coverage of science
Today the BBC has published a report on impartiality in the Corporation's coverage of science, by Professor Steve Jones FSB of University College London. The Trust also asked the Science Communication Group at Imperial College London to carry out content analysis of relevant coverage over a three month period in 2009 and 2010.
The review was carried out in order to examine the accuracy and impartiality of the BBC’s coverage of science, particularly its coverage of controversial issues or matters of public policy. Professor Jones found that “in general, output is of a high quality, widely praised for its breadth and depth, its professionalism, and its clear, accurate and impartial manner”. The report recommends the appointment of a Science Editor for BBC News that should work across a range of output, in order to create more communication across BBC divisions. A pan-BBC science forum that meets bi-annually to encourage knowledge transfer among BBC departments, and broaden the range of external information sources has also been endorsed by the BBC Trust and BBC Executive.
Dr Mark Downs, CEO, Society of Biology, said “The Society welcomes the BBC’s positive response to Professor Jones’ report reviewing science coverage. The appointment of a Science Editor for BBC News to bring together the disparate strands of science reporting across BBC television, radio and web is a real opportunity to ensure greater variety and a much wider use of original sources. Biology is highly diverse and it is important the public understand more of its contribution to our lives, environment and social structures. If the BBC is able to improve communication of risk, then general scientific literacy will significantly benefit, adding further value to the body of excellent scientific reporting they already provide.”
 
An in-depth interview with Professor Jones will appear in the next edition of The Biologist. We asked him about the BBC Trust review, he said ‘‘The first and most important thing you have to say about BBC Science reporting is that it’s the best in the world.’’ Prof. Jones highlighted the different treatment of BBC science features and news, the necessity of good internal communications and networks for science reporting, and compared the importance put on bias in reporting politics and science.
The full BBC report can be found here:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/our_work/other/science_impartiality.shtml
The Society of Biology response to the inquiry in December 2010 can be found here:
http://www.societyofbiology.org/policy/consultations/view/49
 
Competition opens to create bigger and better local wildlife areas
Local communities are being urged to speak up for their favourite nature areas or suggest where new ones could be created in return for a share of £7.5 million to help improve them.
A dozen new Nature Improvement Areas (NIAs) will be established, based on the recommendations of local people. The areas will see rural and urban sites revitalised and turned into bigger, inter-connected networks of wildlife habitats that will range from 10,000 to 50,000 hectares in size. The intention is to re-establish thriving wildlife populations and help species respond to the challenges of climate change.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/07/14/wildlife-competition/ 
 
Society Policy Officer gives evidence at Science and Technology Committee on Forestry Research
The Society of Biology gave evidence today to a concurrent session of the Science and Technology Committees of the Lords and Commons as part of the inquiry into the effect of the 2010 Spending Review on forestry research. Jackie Caine, Science Policy Officer at the Society gave evidence and robustly argued that continuity in public funding of this area is vital to retaining the skills and research base which the UK has developed over many years.
The Society highlighted the value to the economy of current and future forest-derived benefits, and the witness panel discussed potential threats to this national resource, including emerging tree pests and diseases.  The Committee explored the governance and funding streams available to Forest Research (the agency) and university scientists working in the sector, and how this can be improved given the possibly damaging austerity measures.
Click here to view the Science and Technology Committee session about forestry research.
http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/news/view/327
 
Red Tape Challenge
The Environmental Audit Committee has published a letter it has received from Mark Prisk MP, Minister for Business and Enterprise, on the Red Tape Challenge
It includes:
“I realise that the presence of environmental regulation on the Red Tape Challenge website has caused many people to be concerned.  Let me assure you that the government is committed to enhancing the natural environment and there are no plans to remove important well designed environmental protections.   The Government has also added text to the red Tape Challenge website to explain that the presence of a particular regulation or law on the website should not be read as implying any intention on the part of the Government to remove it from the statute book.  The purpose of the exercise is to open government up to the public and to ensure that regulation is proportionate while delivering the desired outcomes.”
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/news/letter-published/ 
 
Open consultations
See http://www.societyofbiology.org/policy/consultations 
 
MPs to examine Government proposals to protect and enhance the natural environment
The Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee has announced a new inquiry into the Natural Environment White Paper.
Proposals set out in the Government’s Natural Environment White Paper, The Natural Choice; securing the value of nature, published on 7 June, will be the focus of a new inquiry by the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee. 
The committee is seeking evidence from interested parties and invites submissions on the following areas:
-       What actions are required across Government Departments, from local government and by civil society to deliver the White Paper’s proposals to grow a green economy and reconnect people with nature?
-       Will the institutional framework outlined for delivering the proposals (in particular Nature Improvement Areas and Local Nature Partnerships) be effective? Does the proposed Natural Capital Committee have sufficient powers?
-       What further research and/or evidence is required to develop practical programmes sufficiently detailed to deliver the White Paper’s ambition to fully embed the value of nature into policy delivery?
-       What evidence is there from other countries that the approaches proposed in the White Paper can be successfully applied in practice?
-       What  resources will be needed to fully deliver the White Paper’s ambitions and how can these best be provided? How might the value of ‘services’ provided by ecosystems to beneficiaries be translated into spending that will enhance the natural environment?
-       Does the White Paper set out an accurate assessment of the barriers to public engagement with the natural environment and make the most effective proposals for re-engagement?
Closing date: 26 September.
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news/natural-environment-white-paper-new-terms-of-reference/ 
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Society of Biology
Science policy news
13 July 2011
 
Forestry Research
The Society of Biology gave evidence today to a concurrent session of the Science and Technology Committees of the Lords and Commons as part of the inquiry into the effect of the 2010 Spending Review on forestry research. Jackie Caine, Science Policy Officer at the Society gave evidence and robustly argued that continuity in public funding of this area is vital to retaining the skills and research base which the UK has developed over many years. The Society highlighted the value to the economy of current and future forest-derived benefits, and the witness panel discussed potential threats to this national resource, including emerging tree pests and diseases. The Committee explored the governance and funding streams available to Forest Research (the agency) and university scientists working in the sector, and how this can be improved given the possibly damaging austerity measures.
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news/110705-forest---ev-session/ 
 
Public engagement on landscape and ecosystem futures: Evaluation and learning
Links to reports written by the Natural Capital Initiative as part of a Sciencewise-ERC funded project.
http://www.sciencewise-erc.org.uk/cms/public-engagement-on-landscape-and-ecosytem-futures-evaluation-and-learning/ 
 
Parliament decides against new climate policy resolution
A majority of MEPs, led by rapporteur Bas Eickhout (Greens/EFA, NL), voted on Tuesday against the adoption of a draft resolution on EU climate policy. An amendment had been narrowly adopted to support a conditional 30% greenhouse gas reductions target, rather than the unilateral step to 30% cuts previously recommended by Parliament. Parliament's latest adopted position on climate policy therefore remains the resolution voted in November 2010, which recommended an unconditional 30% greenhouse gas reduction target (by 2020 based on 1990 levels).
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20110704IPR23285/html/Parliament-decides-against-new-climate-policy-resolution 
 
Report highlights new challenges to the UK from international climate change
Climate change impacts from abroad could affect the UK more than climate change at home according to a report, published today by Foresight, the Government’s futures think tank.
The report ‘International Dimensions of Climate Change’ shows that the UK will be vulnerable to adverse impacts from climate change abroad. More attention needs to be given to how climate change effects in other countries may have domestic impacts here.
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=420343&SubjectId=2 
 
Universities crucial to helping Wales tackle climate change
Universities have a crucial role to play in helping Wales tackle climate change, according to Environment Minister, John Griffiths.
The Minister was speaking at a Climate Change and Sustainability exhibition in Cardiff which showcased the important work underway in a number of Welsh universities to tackle climate change and help Wales make the most of the opportunities associated with the move to renewable forms of energy. The Minister also attended his first meeting of the Climate Change Commission, the advisory body set up by the Welsh Government to support its ongoing work to tackle climate change.
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2011/110707universities/;jsessionid=Ts1bTcnTZsQgwx5GQrl55mzRMZQ5NK58YN08t9n2C1jdXDPNJZbv!889719512?lang=en
 
_________________________________________________________________
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Committee takes evidence on school science experiments and field trips
The Science and Technology Committee took evidence on the state of practical experiments in school science lessons and science field trips.
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/news/110627-school-science---ev-session/ 
 
The Common Agricultural Policy after 2013: the Government's response
Publication of Special Report
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news/the-cap-after-2013-fifth-special-report/
 
High nature value farming and the common agricultural policy
Dr Barbara Knowles FSB, senior science policy adviser for the Society of Biology was one of the organisers and instigators of a seminar at the European Parliament in Brussels on 28 June to raise awareness of the value of "high nature value" farming to society, the environment and the economy. This is an important time to remind policymakers in Brussels, as they develop the new common agricultural policy, that certain types of farming, especially on permanent hay meadows and pastures, provide essential ecosystem services which are not currently valued in the marketplace and which should be supported by European and national policy instruments. Without such support, these valuable grasslands and other low intensity farmlands risk either abandonment or intensification, with a resulting loss of some of the most important habitats in Europe. The social and economic costs of abandoning this type of farming are also unacceptably high, and it is much cheaper to support farmers to continue to manage their land in the remote and rural areas of Europe than to lose them and the valuable services which they provide. Europe will be unable to meet its biodiversity targets without supporting high nature value farming.
The seminar was hosted by MEPs Csaba Sógor (Romania), George Lyon (UK) and Iraxte García Pérez (Spain). The speakers included state secretary for agriculture from Romania, Tánczos Barna, Laszlo Demeter MSB (Sapientia University), Paul Walton (RSPB) and Guy Beaufoy (European Forum on Nature Conservation and Pastoralism). There was a lively discussion from the large audience.
While they were in Brussels, Barbara and her colleagues from the Pogány-havas Association in Romania also had the opportunity to meet Paolo de Castro, chair of the European Parliament agriculture committee, and several officials from the European Commission.
 
The New CAP - The same but different
The Commission College debated for a long day before agreeing their proposals for the next Multi-Annual Financial Framework (MFF) late on Wednesday evening. The CAP (€372 billion) remains a sizeable element of the Budget but now accounts for a fractionally smaller share of the overall MFF cake than the Cohesion Policy (€376 billion). The two Pillars remain and the basic structure of the CAP is not radically altered although the formal objectives now reflect the priorities of Europe 2020 much more explicitly. Indeed promoting resource efficiency has pride of place in the new objectives along with 'smart, sustainable and inclusive growth'.
http://www.cap2020.ieep.eu/2011/7/1/the-new-cap-the-same-but-different?s=2&selected=latest 
 
WWF media statement on EU Budget proposal 2014-2020 from the Commission
Future EU budget falls short of ensuring sustainable economy for citizens
Brussels, Belgium– Responding to the European Commission proposal on the long-term EU Budget (2014-2020) presented today, Tony Long, Director of WWF’s European Policy Office said:
“The Commission's proposal on the future EU Budget falls short of moving boldly towards a green economy. European leaders have committed themselves over the last decade to achieving ambitious energy, climate, biodiversity and other environmental targets by 2020. This budget framework, which coincides exactly with these 2020 environmental target dates, holds out the promise of some minor environmental advances but is largely business as usual for Europe. This will mean we will almost certainly fail to achieve the transition to the new smart, sustainable and inclusive economy we were promised in the EU 2020 strategy."
“The Commission must come out with a more visionary approach in the regulations of each EU fund – to be presented in autumn. Mandatory requirements need to be included to guarantee that EU funded activities contribute to achieving EU climate and biodiversity targets by 2020 and not undermining them.”
 In response to the proposal on the EU Common Agriculture Policy (CAP), Matthias Meissner, Coordinator of the WWF CAP Team, said:
“The Commission's proposal on CAP is still risky. Devoting 30% of direct payments (pillar 1) to the environment is a positive step although the devil will be in the details to avoid mere window dressing. Failing to clearly state that rural development (pillar 2) will not be sacrificed to maintain direct payments for farmers (pillar 1), still puts environmental protection at risk. The Commission needs to propose strong targeted agri-environmental measures in the second pillar to restore the environment.”
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/footprint/climate_carbon_energy/climate_change/news/?uNewsID=200820 
 
ThinkBIG – New Report on Landscape Scale Conservation 
The ThinkBIG report, which was released this week, is designed to provide information for local authorities, land managers, farmers and communities as to how they can contribute to the move towards landscape scale conservation outline in the Natural Environment White Paper, which was released earlier this month. ThinkBIG was written jointly by the statutory bodies, NGOs, land owners and farming communities that make up the England Biodiversity Group. The report in support of the move towards landscape scale conservation and ecosystem approach outlined in the recent Natural Environment White Paper provides advice on how to implement these ideas by reviewing case studies of landscape scale conservation and highlighting the lessons learned.
http://britishecologicalsociety.org/blog/blog/2011/06/30/thinkbig-%E2%80%93-new-report-on-landscape-scale-conservation/ 
 
Is Biodiversity Falling off the Research Radar? 
Following the results of the consultation on the Green Paper on a Common Strategic Framework for future EU Research and Innovation Funding it has become clear that many researchers in ecology have been left feeling that biodiversity research is falling off the radar.
The Green Paper, published in February this year was designed to spark debate about research funding to inform the Horizon 2020 strategy which will replace the Framework Programme for research, the Competitiveness and Innovation Programme, and the European Institute of Innovation and Technology after the next EU budget in 2013.
Despite biodiversity loss being a major societal challenge it was not mentioned at all in the Green Paper, and there was no mention of funding research to help meet the 2020 biodiversity targets.
Concerns that biodiversity is falling off the radar have been reflected in the recent failure of EU member states to endorse the 20 concrete measures proposed by the EU executive to implement the six headline targets that will allow the 2020 biodiversity target to be achieved. Some countries including Denmark and Italy have refused to endorse the six headline targets because of the perceived high financial cost of protecting biodiversity. Many of the member states said they require more time to consider the measures and emphasised the need to learn from the mistakes of the 2010 targets, which failed mainly because the EU never really agreed on how best to achieve the goals and how to finance them.
http://britishecologicalsociety.org/blog/blog/2011/06/23/is-biodiversity-falling-off-the-research-radar/ 
 
EFRA Committee Scrutinise White Paper
On Wednesday, 29 June, the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Select Committee held a one-off evidence session to explore initial reaction to the Natural Environment White Paper (‘The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature’). Representatives of the National Farmers’ Union, the National Trust, Wildlife and Countryside Link, PricewaterhouseCoopers and Defra attended to face questioning from assembled Committee members on the content of the Paper and improvements which could be made.
http://britishecologicalsociety.org/blog/blog/2011/07/01/efra-committee-scrutinise-white-paper/ 
 
Report published on impact of overseas aid on environmental protection
UK funding for World Bank aid programmes should be withheld if the Bank does not stop financing new unabated coal-fired power stations in developing countries, MPs warn in a report published on Wednesday 29 June 2011.
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/news/report-published-the-impact-of-uk-overseas-aid-on-environmental-protection-and-climate-change-adaptation-and-mitigation/ 
 
Members appointed to the Council for Science and Technology
The Prime Minister has appointed 11 new members to the Council for Science and Technology (CST).
The CST is the UK Government’s top-level advisory body on science and technology policy issues. It reports directly to the Prime Minister.
Prime Minister David Cameron said:
“It will be our scientists, researchers, engineers and entrepreneurs who will prove crucial in driving growth and creating the jobs and opportunities for the future. That is why despite some tough spending decisions we have protected our funding for science and focused on being the most pro-business, pro-growth government there has been.
“We have some of the worlds best scientists, leading technologies, cutting edge facilities and the most innovative hi-tech companies, and it is our determination that we do all that we can to ensure the UK remains one of the world leaders in this field.
“That is why I am delighted that I can announce the appointment of such a high calibre team, with such a broad range of experience to the Council for Science and Technology.”
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=420190&SubjectId=2 
The newly appointed members include President of the Society of Biology Professor Dame Nancy Rothwell FSB FRS FMedSci - President and Vice-Chancellor of Manchester University.
Commenting on her new appointment Professor Rothwell said: “I am delighted to be joining such a prestigious body as the Council for Science and technology which I know has had a major impact on policy across this area.”
http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/news/view/323 
 
Science for Environment Policy: new Future Briefs
Science for Environment Policy are very pleased to announce the launch of a new series of policy briefs. Entitled 'Future Briefs', these will explore emerging areas of research with implications for environmental policy.
Future Briefs will be available to download free from our website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/research/newsalert/index_en.htm 
Forthcoming issues scheduled for 2011 include:
Impact of chemical mixture exposure
Biodiversity and health  
'Plastic Waste: redesign and biodegradability' is the first Future Brief. It takes a look at the latest developments in plastics redesign and developments in biodegradable plastics, as well as policy options to maximise the benefits of this material and minimise the risks associated with plastic waste.
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/integration/research/newsalert/pdf/FB1.pdf
 
Commission launches consultation on improving EU air quality policy
Brussels, 30 June 2011 - With up to 49% of Europeans living in areas where EU air quality objectives are still not met, air pollution is one of the main environmental worries facing EU citizens.
As part of a comprehensive review of Europe's air policies intended to set new long-term objectives beyond 2020, the European Commission is launching a public consultation on its current policy in this area. For the next twelve weeks, views are being sought on the strengths and weaknesses of the existing legislative framework and progress on its implementation. This web-based consultation is part of a broader process of reflection that will feed into a review due no later than 2013.
Closing date: 30 September 2011
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/11/813&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
________________________________________________________________
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Natural Environment Research Council appoints an interim Chief Executive
Dr Steven Wilson takes on the role of Chief Executive of the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) this week.
His appointment is for an interim period while a successor is recruited to replace Professor Alan Thorpe, who is taking a new position as Director General of the European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts from 1 July.
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/press/releases/2011/17-interim.asp
 
Report published on impact of overseas aid on environmental protection
UK funding for World Bank aid programmes should be withheld if the Bank does not stop financing new unabated coal-fired power stations in developing countries, MPs warn in a report published today. Chair of the Environmental Audit Committee, Joan Walley MP, said:"The World Bank should not assume continued support from the UK unless it changes its ways. DFID needs to get tough and use its position as a major shareholder to vote-down dirty coal powered energy projects and ensure that the World Bank’s portfolio isn’t making climate change worse."
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-audit-committee/news/report-published-the-impact-of-uk-overseas-aid-on-environmental-protection-and-climate-change-adaptation-and-mitigation/
 
Scottish Environment Protection Agency
Minister for Environment and Climate Change today announced the reappointment of a new member to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) Board. Alison Hay a Councillor with Argyll and Bute, spokesperson for Regeneration and Sustainability with experience in the local authority, an insight into planning and community policy as well as government area involvement in wide range of environmental issues. Currently she is Vice Chairman of the Council's Environment Committee and Chair Auchendrain Museum Board of Trustees as well as a Member of the Kilmartin Museum.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/06/29083459
Re-appointments to the Environment Agency
Lord Chris Smith of Finsbury has been re-appointed as Chair of the Environment Agency for a further three years by Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/06/29/re-appointments-to-e/
 
Britain signs ground-breaking international wildlife treaty
Britain has signed an international treaty that will create new incentives to protect wildlife while providing developing countries with better opportunities to benefit from their own natural environments. Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman said: “This agreement  heralds a better deal for developing countries blessed with rich ecosystems and could pave the way for exciting, new medicinal and genetic innovations. We fought hard for a fair deal at Nagoya and we’ll shortly outline how to meet our international commitments at home through the England Biodiversity Strategy.”
The Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing establishes a regime under which developing countries will allow access to their genetic resources in return for a share of the benefits for their use. It forms part of a ten-year plan aimed at preserving nature agreed by world Governments in October 2010 at the Nagoya biodiversity summit.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/06/23/britain-signs-groundbreaking-international-wildlife-treaty/
 
Public engagement on landscape and ecosystem futures: Evaluation and learning
The Society of Biology is a partnership organisation of the Natural Capital Initiative (NCI); a leading UK forum bringing together scientists, policy-makers, business, industry and others, to discuss how the ecosystem approach might be implemented in practice. NCI has led on the evaluation and learning aspect of a larger landscape and ecosystem futures project, funded by Sciencewise-ERC. The project involves an independent evaluation of component public dialogues, and contributes to wider learning and embedding of the project lessons across relevant policy, stakeholder and expert networks. The NCI policy briefing note and other documents are now available on the Sciencewise website. For more information, please visit http://www.sciencewise-erc.org.uk/cms/public-engagement-on-landscape-and-ecosytem-futures-evaluation-and-learning/
  
New guide to becoming a biologist - degrees and careers in biology
This week, the Society of Biology launched a new guide for 15-18 year olds who want to study biology, either at university or as a vocational qualification. ‘Becoming a Biologist: Degrees and Careers in Biology’  has information about different types of degree and alternatives to degrees, qualifications needed for further study, skills gained from studying biology, and advice about careers after a biology degree.
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UK Taxonomy & Systematics Review published
In response to the [2008] House of Lords Science & Technology Committee report, highlighting concerns over the state of taxonomy and systematics in the UK, the Natural Environment Research Council commissioned a study on behalf of all research funders in this area. The study comprised two parts:
i. The UK Taxonomy and Systematics Review, which provides quantitative data on the current state of the subject in the UK, as requested by the Science & Technology Committee.
ii. A document; Developing a National Strategy in Taxonomy & Systematics, exploring the need for a national strategy in this area and how it might be developed.
The newly published review and strategy document have been broadly welcomed by the key funders and stakeholders, with strong support for the proposed establishment of a Taxonomy Coordination Committee. A full response to the study will be published online by the end of July 2011.
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/taxonomy/events/pubreview.asp 
 
RSPB wildlife warning over EU farmland funding
More than £400m worth of funding from Europe to promote wildlife on farmland in the UK could be about to be stopped, conservationists have warned. This news item speculates that pillar two of the common agricultural policy may be axed.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13852053 
 
No cull of badgers in Wales during scientific review
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-13858560
 
World's oceans in 'shocking' decline
The oceans are in a worse state than previously suspected, according to an expert panel of scientists.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13796479 
 
The Natural Environment White Paper: oral & written evidence
On Wednesday 29th June, the Environment Food and Rural Affairs Committee will take oral evidence about initial reactions to the Defra Natural Environment White Paper, The Natural Choice: securing the value of nature, published on 7 June.
Witnesses will include representatives from the National Trust, Wildlife and Countryside Link, the National Farmers’ Union, PwC, The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) and DEFRA.
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news/national-environment-white-paper-further-details/ 
 
Ministers launch negotiations for a Legally Binding Agreement on Forests in Europe
The European ministers responsible for forests made a historical decision to launch negotiations for a Legally Binding Agreement on Forests. They also adopted a new vision, goals and European 2020 targets for forests. These decisions were taken at the FOREST EUROPE Ministerial Conference convened on 14-16 June in Oslo, Norway.
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/newsroom/43_en.htm 
 
Finally…
 
What inspired you to be a biologist?
Society of Biology launches their science communication and photography competitions 2011. The photography awards are an opportunity for you to celebrate what inspires you about biology, while the science communication awards are an opportunity to recognise the outstanding contributions that bioscience researchers make to communicating science to the public.
Deadline for entries is 19th August 2011.
For more information see: http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/news/view/317
__________________________________________________________
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HM Treasury Appoints Chief Scientific Advisor 
The only main UK Government Department without a Chief Scientific Advisor has announced that they have appointed one; James Richardson, an internal appointment. Richardson is Director of Public Spending at the Treasury and has a PhD in economics. He will retain his current post whilst taking on the role as CSA.
http://britishecologicalsociety.org/blog/blog/2011/06/08/hm-treasury-appoints-chief-scientific-advisor/ 
 
Forest Europe summit 'to shape' policy
Forestry ministers from across Europe are attending a summit to shape future policy on how woodlands are managed.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13731130 
 
Forest research inquiry
The Society of Biology has submitted a response to the Science and Technology Select Committee’s inquiry into forest research and the effects of the 2010 spending review. Thank you to all who contributed to this response; it will be made available on our website soon.
 
First ladybird study shows decline in some species
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-13764170 
 
Appointments to the Natural England Board
Nigel Reader and Doug Hulyer have been appointed to the Board of Natural England, the body responsible for enhancing and managing the natural environment, by Richard Benyon, Natural Environment and Marine Minister.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/06/09/ne-board-appointments/
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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New plans promise flourishing future for the natural environment
England’s natural environment will be better protected, restored and improved under ambitious new plans published by Defra. The proposals set out a detailed programme of action to repair damage done to the environment in the past, and urges everyone to get involved in helping nature to flourish at all levels – from neighbourhoods to national parks.
The plans are contained in ‘The Natural Choice’, the first White Paper on the natural environment in 20 years, and are directly linked to the ground-breaking research in the National Ecosystem Assessment published last week that showed the strong economic arguments for safeguarding and enhancing the natural environment.
The White Paper also acts on the recommendations of ‘Making Space for Nature’, a report into the state of England’s wildlife sites, led by Professor John Lawton and published in September 2010, which showed that England’s wildlife sites are fragmented and not able to respond to the pressures of climate change and other pressures we put on our land.
The Natural Environment White Paper, ‘The Natural Choice’ can be found at www.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/whitepaper/ 
The Government has also published its response to Professor Sir John Lawton’s independent review of England’s wildlife sites and ecological network, Making Space for Nature. This can also be found at www.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/whitepaper/.
 
Environment white paper unveils plans for England's 'natural assets'
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/jun/07/environment-white-paper .
 
Environment white paper puts economic growth first
Without a strong, strategic planning system, green ambitions could be dead in the water
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/jun/07/environment-white-paper-economic-growth 
 
National Treasures are Hidden
2 June saw the publication of the National Ecosystem Assessment (NEA) and the culmination of a joint exercise by approximately 500 experts in the natural sciences, economics and the social sciences, and including many Fellows and Members of the Society of Biology. The NEA provides an overview and unique valuation of the natural assets of the UK and looks at the changes which have occurred over the past half-century alongside assessments and predictions for the coming decades.
http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/news/view/314 
Further information and analysis on the British Ecological Society blog:
http://britishecologicalsociety.org/blog/blog/2011/06/02/the-uk-national-ecosystem-assessment/  The National Ecosystems Assessment can be found at http://uknea.unep-wcmc.org/.
 
Hidden value of nature revealed in ground-breaking study
The true value of nature can be shown for the very first time thanks to ground-breaking research by hundreds of UK scientists. The research forms the basis of a major new independent report – the UK National Ecosystem Assessment (UK NEA) – which reveals that nature is worth billions of pounds to the UK economy. The report strengthens the arguments for protecting and enhancing the environment and will be used by the government to direct policy in future. The UK NEA has used new approaches to estimate the value of the natural world by taking account of the economic, health and social benefits we get from nature.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/06/02/hidden-value-of-nature-revealed/ 
 
Putting a price on nature can't be worse than giving it all away for free
The natural world gives us clean air and water, fertile soils and immense wellbeing. Putting a price tag on it might just stop us mistaking free for worthless
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/damian-carrington-blog/2011/jun/02/nature-ecosystems-biodiversity-wildlife?intcmp=239 
 
UK public opposed to badger cull, opinion poll suggests
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13684482 
 
Events
Is biodiversity going the way of the dodo?
8 July 2011, 6.30pm - 8pm
Venue: The Royal Society, London
Right now one-fifth of the world’s vertebrates are classified as threatened and every year over 50 mammal, bird and amphibian species move one stage closer to extinction. Climate change is predicted to become a major threat to biodiversity in the 21st century, but will climate change trigger a mass extinction?
Panel discussion with Professor Jonathan Baillie, Dr William Cheung, Professor Adrian Lister and chaired by Dr Susan Lieberman.
http://newsletters.royalsociety.org/c/1uQdXyENt5fctHYqx 
 
Inaugural Marine and Coastal Policy Forum
The UK’s first Marine and Coastal Policy Forum, hosted by the Centre for Marine and Coastal Policy Research, the Marine Institute University of Plymouth, will take place on 22-24 June 2011 at the University of Plymouth
The forum will serve as a platform for addressing the key challenges facing marine policy in the UK. Four main themes will be addressed, and a series of workshops, predicated on the following themes, will take place:
* Management and Planning of Marine Resources
* Science Policy Integration for Coastal and Marine Governance
* Social and Economic considerations in Marine Policy
* Marine Conservation and Ecosystem Based Management
Full details about the Forum, including fees and programme, can be found at: Event website.
http://www.plymouth.ac.uk/pages/view.asp?page=34712 
 
______________________________________________________________________
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Freedom of information laws are used to harass scientists, says Nobel laureate
Sir Paul Nurse says climate scientists are being targeted by campaigns of requests designed to slow down their research.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2011/may/25/freedom-information-laws-harass-scientists 
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The Natural Environment White Paper 
The Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee will hold an oral evidence session in relation to the Natural Environment White Paper which is due to be published by Defra in June. The Committee will hear the initial responses from a range of interested parties to the White Paper’s themes and proposals.
CALL FOR EVIDENCE
To help inform this session, the Committee invites any interested party to submit in writing by Tuesday 21 June their brief comments (500 words maximum) setting out initial reactions to the Natural Environment White Paper, focussing in particular on:
-       Any key elements in the White Paper which are supported;
-       Any particular sections which could be improved;
-       Any omissions from the White Paper which Defra should rectify.
In addition, the Committee welcomes suggestions for issues it may wish to include in terms of reference for a possible future Select Committee inquiry into detailed aspects of the White Paper.
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environment-food-and-rural-affairs-committee/news/natural-environment-white-paper-/ 
  
Valuing Nature Network
Over the past week a series of workshops have taken place, initiated by the Valuing Nature Network, to scope topics around valuation of ecosystem services. On May 20th a group of researchers active in health, environment and economic research gathered along with delegates from the Society of Biology and Natural Capital Initiative to discuss research gaps in valuation of health outcomes within ecosystem service valuation. 
A Town Hall meeting will be held on June 24th to assess messages from the workshop series and you can register to attend via the Valuing Nature Network website.
http://www.valuing-nature.net/
 
Extinction rates 'overestimated', says study
Current extinction rate projections may be overestimating the role of habitat loss on species, a study suggests.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-13438610 
 
UK Biodiversity Indicators 2011
The 2011 statistics on biodiversity indicators have been published. Eighteen indicators (comprising 34 measures) have been reported annually since 2007 to provide an overview of biodiversity trends in the UK, and are updated (data are up to 2009 and 2010 in most cases).
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/05/20/uk-biodiversity-indicators-2011/ 
 
Events
 
Panel opens its doors for views on forests and woods and announces forest visits
The Independent Panel on Forestry is inviting everyone interested in forests and woods to come forward, share their views and join in a public conversation.
In order to advise government on the future of forests and woods in England, the Panel wants to understand the widest range of views, interests and expertise. So whatever your connection; whether you are a dog walker, environmentalist, forestry worker, wood processor, commercial forest owner, cyclist or family who love weekends at the forest - now is your first opportunity to get involved, share your views and make your voice heard to the panel. You can find out more about the questions the Panel is posing and how to feed in your views at www.defra.gov.uk/rural/forestry/panel. The call for views is just one of the ways the Panel will draw in ideas on today's forests and woods, and what our future vision for them should be.
The Right Reverend James Jones Bishop of Liverpool, who chairs the Panel, said: 
"There is no doubt that people care deeply about the forests and their future. This subject has touched a nerve with the public and part of the Panel's work is to understand why. I therefore urge you to use this opportunity and share your thoughts, ideas and feelings with us. It is crucial that we listen to everyone to whom this matters because ultimately this is a conversation that should involve us all."
Closing date: 31 July 2011.
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=419565&SubjectId=2 
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New appointments to NERC
David Willetts, Minister for Universities & Science, has announced four new appointments to the Natural Environment Research Council.
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/press/releases/2011/12-council.asp
 
Science & Technology Select Committee call for Evidence on the CSR and Forest Research
The Science & Technology Select Committee has recently announced new inquiry into forest research as part of its on-going monitoring of the Spending Review 2010. In order to formulate an evidence- based response, the Society is seeking comment on the following matters:

a)     the effect of the Spending Review on forest research;

b)    how priorities in forest research are set and resources allocated;

c)     how  the UK’s capability in forest research compares with other countries;

d)    and, are there threats to forest research in the UK.
Due to the short time scale and the specific nature of the inquiry, we ask for targeted, detailed answers to the above matters, with sufficient supporting evidence, in order to make an effective response.
If you would like contribute to the response, please send comments via email to policy@societyofbiology.org by 1 June 2011, with a short explanation of your forestry research interests. Please also circulate this to any colleagues who may have a specific interest in the inquiry.
 
New POSTnotes
The Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology has published its 3 most recent POSTnotes this week, including briefings on The Ecosystem Approach and Natural Capital Accounting. Both themes are central to the work of the Natural Capital Initiative, a partnership between the Society of Biology, Centre for Ecology and Hydrology and the British Ecological Society. NCI provides an independent forum for scientists, politicians and stakeholders in order to identify practical ways to improve decision making and account for ecosystem benefits, as well as review supporting evidence and highlight knowledge gaps.
The third POSTnote outlines the scientific basis of Deception Detection technology. If you would like further information on these briefings or to receive hard copies please contact post@parliament.uk
 
Farming red tape to be unravelled
Agriculture Minister Jim Paice has issued a statement to cut regulations affecting farming, stating ‘We must trust in the industry’s ability to produce our food, manage our countryside and contribute to our economic recovery.’
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/05/17/farming-red-tape/
 
Ministerial Posts in the Devolved Administrations
Northern Ireland:
Environment Minister; Alex Attwood MLA
http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2011/0517/1224297120364.html
 
Wales:
Minister for the Environment and Sustainable Development; John Griffiths AM
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/firstminister/2011/cabinet/?lang=en
 
Scotland:
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment; Richard Lochead MSP
Minister for the Environment and Climate Change; Roseanna Cunningham MSP
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/14944/Scottish-Cabinet
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New permanent secretary for department for environment, food and rural affairs
The Cabinet Secretary and Head of the Civil Service, Sir Gus O'Donnell, is pleased to announce the appointment of Bronwyn Hill as the new Permanent Secretary at the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.
Bronwyn, who is currently Director General, Major Projects and London, at the Department for Transport, was chosen following an open competition. This follows Helen Ghosh’s move to become Permanent Secretary at the Home Office. The appointment has been approved by the Prime Minister and by the Secretary of State for the Department, the Rt Hon Caroline Spelman MP.
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=418404&SubjectId=2
 
Biodiversity in Britain's landscapes
A team of scientists from the University of York has been commissioned to direct a UK-wide research programme examining the role biodiversity plays in the ecosystems provided by Britain's landscapes.
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/press/releases/2011/07-biodiversity.asp 
 
Launch of the International Environmental Communication Association
The International Environmental Communication Association (IECA-provisional name) is a newly formed network of environmental communication professionals and supporters.
IECA is a new association welcoming members from all nations, communities and environmental interest areas. Nominations are currently being accepted for the organization's founding Board of Directors.  We are looking for individuals who are interested in leading this new initiative.
http://environmentalcomm.org

RSPB: 'We're not doing very well' on biodiversity
The RSPB is launching a campaign calling on people to "Step Up for Nature". The organisation is setting out a comprehensive roadmap to ensure the preservation of biodiversity.
Science correspondent Tom Feilden reports and Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman discusses what the government is doing to protect biodiversity.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_9419000/9419482.stm 
 
Scotland's wildlife laws
The Scottish Parliament has given its backing to the Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Bill which modernises laws, some of which are almost 200 years old, and improves protection for wildlife.
The main measures include:
-       A new criminal vicarious liability offence to ensure that those who direct or turn a blind eye to bird persecution can be held to account
-       Improvements that will enable Scotland to lead the way in adopting the internationally recognised approach to dealing with invasive non-native species
-       Changes to deer management and provision for competence amongst deer stalkers
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/03/03100802
 
Minister welcomes new wildlife legislation
Northern Ireland has taken a giant step forward in protecting its wildlife and natural environment.
That was the message from Environment Minister Edwin Poots after the Wildlife and Natural Environment Bill completed its final stage in Assembly today. This new legislation will better protect, conserve and enhance Northern Ireland’s wildlife and natural habitats.
Mr Poots said: “This legislation will make an important contribution to protecting our valuable wildlife and habitats enabling us to meet our national and international obligations. A greater range of plants, animals and birds will enjoy enhanced protection as will our important Areas of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI).
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/index/media-centre/news-departments/news-doe/news-doe-010311-minister-welcomes-new.htm
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Next steps in delivering Wales’ new approach to managing its natural environment published
Environment Minister Jane Davidson has outlined the next steps in plans to radically transform the way Wales manages and protects its environment, countryside and seas.
Following discussions and an open consultation, plans to adopt a new ‘ecosystem approach’ have been published in a progress report on “A Living Wales”, the Welsh Assembly Government’s new framework for managing the living environment. The new approach will look at the environment as a whole and set out a much more integrated approach to managing the natural environment that improves the health of ecosystems as a whole. The Minister said: “A Living Wales outlined our proposals for an ecosystem approach to managing Wales’ living environment and I’m delighted that the consensus of the 180 consultation responses was to welcome this move." 
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2011/110225environment/?lang=en 
 
 
New funding for the National Botanic Gardens of Wales
In light of an independent value-for-money review, the Garden will receive £700,000 in revenue support for the 2011-12 financial year, subject to a number of agreed conditions.  The review confirmed that all major botanic gardens need subsidy and that proportionally, per visitor, Kew and Edinburgh receive far more than the Garden. The report also found that it is only at this level of subsidy that the Garden can currently develop a sustainable business plan.
Heritage Minister, Alun Ffred Jones said:   "It is only 10 years old but the National Botanic Garden is already making a vital contribution to tourism, science and education, and to the regional economy of southwest Wales.  This level of funding, as has been recommended by the recent independent review, will help the gardens to develop further as a scientific centre of excellence, a showcase for sustainability, and as a visitor attraction. Moving forward, our funding will depend on the Garden producing a sustainable Business Plan and on it meeting a range of challenging targets.”    
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/cultureandsport/2011/110224botanicgarden/?lang=en
 
 
Alien plant invaders threaten UK National Parks
Non-native garden plants pose a threat to the countryside including National Parks, a report reveals.
The study into invasive plants published by charity Plantlife highlights 92 species which are on the brink of becoming invasive in the UK. These foreign plants are spreading through natural seed dispersal and fly-tipping of garden waste. http://news.bbc.co.uk/earth/hi/earth_news/newsid_9409000/9409396.stm 
 _____________________________________________________
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Rare wild plants: the missing link in our food supplies?
A new report Crop Wild Relatives: Plant Conservation for Food Security published by Natural England shows how the scarce wild relatives of modern crops could hold some of the seeds of success in the fight for global food security.
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/about_us/news/2011/250111.aspx 
 

_______________________________________________________
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Forests: the silent public servants
They filter and purify the air, regulate floods and stabilise soil, support wildlife and contribute to the mental and physical wellbeing of people, both those who visit them and those who appreciate their existence. The value of our forests far exceeds the value of their timber or the ground space that they occupy. They have a long service record and will not retire or draw a pension. They do require upkeep and management but we must carefully account for their full value to society in all discussions about their future. 
Dr Laura Bellingan, Senior Science Policy Adviser at the Society of Biology said: “The sale of under-valued or under-protected forests would not serve the public well. Biologists and others are actively involved in valuing, managing and restoring ecosystems and the services they provide. This knowledge should be used to ensure the public benefit from the land that they own. Evidence-based assessment of the full value of services provided by publicly-owned forests, as well as their potential value, is essential to inform future decisions. The ecosystem services provided by these forests should be maximised to provide sustainable public benefit in perpetuity and any decision which alters their ownership should guarantee this principle.  A precautionary approach should be taken where there is doubt about future stewardship.”
http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/news/view/245 
 
Forestry policy could benefit Scotland's rainforest
Research at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE) indicates that threatened species in the remaining fragments of Scotland’s own rainforest, along the country’s west coast, could benefit from small shifts in policy on forestry.
http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/news/view/242 

Natural Environment White Paper: update
Our call for ideas, in response to the publication of ‘An Invitation to Shape the Nature of England’, closed on 30th October with over 15,000 responses. These responses are feeding into the development of the White Paper, which we look forward to sharing with you in Spring 2011.
A factual summary of these responses is now available at:
http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/environment/natural/whitepaper/
 
New deputy chair for Natural England
The Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has appointed Professor David Hill as Deputy Chair of Natural England. The appointment will run until 30 September 2012.
Natural England is the statutory body with responsibility for enhancing and managing the natural environment.
http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/news/2011/02/01/natural-england-deputy-chair/
____________________________________________________
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 ‘Adapting conservation to a changing climate’ conference makes headway at the BES
Climate change is cited as one of the major future threats to biodiversity conservation and ecosystem function. As a result, the need to adapt practical conservation measures to cope with the pressures of a changing climate have become increasingly relevant when making policy decisions.
To address this issue, The BES joined forces with Natural England to organise a conference titled ‘Adapting conservation to a changing climate’. The conference was held last week at The BES in London from the 11th-12th January 2011, and represented an exciting opportunity to explore how conservation can assist adaptation to, and mitigation of climate change in the UK.
A large scale, ecosystem based approach to conservation was suggested for integration into land use planning and management to help mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate change. The creation of more, bigger, better and joined reserves was also discussed, and the social, political, and economic obstacles to this debated.
A report summarising the outcome of the conference will be published in due course.
http://britishecologicalsociety.org/blog/blog/2011/01/17/adapting-conservation-to-a-changing-climate-conference-makes-headway-at-the-bes/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+EcologicalAndPolicyBlog+%28BES+Ecology+%26+Policy+Blog%29&utm_content=Yahoo!+Mail
_______________________________________________________________
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David Cameron 'must act to green Whitehall', say MPs
David Cameron must take the environment to the heart of Whitehall if he wants to make the coalition the greenest government ever, say MPs.
The environment department (Defra) is currently responsible for ensuring the environment is considered in the government's decision-making processes. However, the MPs say Defra is not best placed to hold other departments to account on their policies. The Cabinet Office should take on the role instead, the MPs recommend.
The Environmental Audit Committee (EAC) launched its inquiry following the government's decision to withdraw funding for the Sustainable Development Commission (SDC), which currently performs a watchdog and advisory role on green issues. The committee said the loss of the SDC's experience and resources presented a risk to the government's green agenda and the sustainability of its policies.
Labour MP Joan Walley, the committee's chairwoman, said: "The sustainability agenda needs to be driven from the centre of government. Defra has the expertise, but it does not have the influence to get the rest of government to act more sustainably."
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-12138243 
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-archive/environmental-audit-committee/ 
 
Charities want government to commit to UK landscape
An alliance of environmental and heritage bodies have urged government to commit to giving greater protection to natural landscapes. The call is made in a letter to the prime minister and first ministers of Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales.
It urges the governments and assemblies to reaffirm their commitment to the European Landscape Convention. Ratified by the UK government in 2006, the convention seeks to have natural landscapes recognised in law and relevant areas of policy.
Stuart Brooks, chief executive of the John Muir Trust, said Scotland has about 300 distinct types of landscape. He said: "But landscape is more than scenery. It is the interaction between people and place and is the bedrock upon which our society is built. It gives meaning and value to the world around us, contributing to our sense of identity and quality of life."
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-12151442 
 
Mid Jan 2011 …

Has policy improved Europe's air quality?

In recent decades, the EU has introduced a range of policies to improve air quality by controlling pollutant emissions. A new report by the European Environment Agency (EEA) evaluates three key instruments and finds that they have significantly improved Europe's air quality and reduced pollution-induced health effects. There is scope for even more progress, however, if countries achieve all their binding commitments to reduce emissions.

http://www.eea.europa.eu/highlights/has-policy-improved-europe2019s-air-quality
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)

Rural Affairs Secretary Richard Lochhead has called on the UK Government to fundamentally revise its position on reform of the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) and take heed of Commissioner Ciolos' vision set out in Oxford.

Mr Lochhead said that Defra's stance - as spelled out by Caroline Spelman - showed the UK Government's position was not only at odds with most of Europe, but had the potential to be devastating to Scotland's agriculture industry."I will continue to press Defra to radically re-think their position, and I remain committed to fighting for the continuation of a direct support system and a farming sector that delivers a number of vital public benefits in terms of the environment, food production and maintaining economic activity in remote areas."

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2011/01/07160415
Charities want government to commit to UK landscape

An alliance of environmental and heritage bodies have urged government to commit to giving greater protection to natural landscapes. The call is made in a letter to the prime minister and first ministers of Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales.

It urges the governments and assemblies to reaffirm their commitment to the European Landscape Convention. Ratified by the UK government in 2006, the convention seeks to have natural landscapes recognised in law and relevant areas of policy.

Stuart Brooks, chief executive of the John Muir Trust, said Scotland has about 300 distinct types of landscape. He said: "But landscape is more than scenery. It is the interaction between people and place and is the bedrock upon which our society is built. It gives meaning and value to the world around us, contributing to our sense of identity and quality of life."

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-highlands-islands-12151442
POST to host seminar exploring Biodiversity Offsetting in the UK

from the BES blog

The Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology (POST) is organising a seminar in Westminster on Tuesday 25 January 2011, exploring biodiversity offsetting. The seminar will bring together a number of expert speakers to consider the risks and benefits of biodiversity offsetting and of the introduction of market-based conservation strategies in the UK.

The seminar will take place in the Jubilee Room, Westminster Hall, from 10am -- 12pm. To register to attend, please email post@parliament.uk by 21 January, or call POST on 020 7219 8377.

http://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/offices/bicameral/post/post-seminars/
The Natural Capital Initiative, of which the BES is a founding partner, organised three workshops exploring the large-scale implementation of biodiversity offsetting in the UK, in 2010. Details of these workshops, including the reports of workshops one and two, along with speakers' 

presentations, are available from the NCI website.

http://www.naturalcapitalinitiative.org.uk/46-towards_no_net_loss_and_beyond/
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Researchers plan for deeper cuts to science budget
UK science funding bodies have learned that they will have to absorb cuts of 41% to their capital expenditure.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-12021483 
 
New Common Agricultural Policy must be fundamentally different: Spelman
Europe should rely less on direct farming subsidies and reward farmers more for their environmental efforts and the other work they do to enhance the countryside, Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman will say today.
Mrs Spelman, who will speak at the Oxford Farming Conference, will say that the new Common Agricultural Policy, currently being negotiated and to be in place from 2014, needed to be fundamentally different.
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=417294&SubjectId=2 
 
The impact of Common Agricultural Policy reform on UK agriculture Inquiry
The evidence submitted by the Society of Biology for this inquiry by the Environment Food and Rural Affairs select committee has now been published on the EFRA website. Our main points were:
1. There should be no payments without matching public goods; and a balance of economic, social and environmental benefits.
2. Valuation of ecosystem services and natural capital is essential, so that their protection and management can be properly supported by the policy.
3. Research, knowledge and trained people are vital to develop and deliver sustainable agriculture and effective agricultural policy.
4. The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) needs to enable investment and incentivise resource-use efficiency
5. An effective CAP will allow Europe to maintain security of food production, viable rural communities, and the resilient ecosystems and natural resources upon which we depend for survival, without damaging economies and environments outside Europe.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmenvfru/writev/671/cap19.htm 
 
England’s special wildlife sites show dramatic improvement
Over 95 per cent of England’s finest wildlife and geological sites, covering more than one million hectares of countryside, are now in favourable or recovering condition, Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman announced.
This is a major improvement since 2003, when only 57 per cent of these Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) were in the same condition. It follows seven years of hard work by Defra, in conjunction with Natural England, the Environment Agency, the Forestry Commission and partners from the public, private and voluntary sectors.
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=417258&SubjectId=2 
 
Water quality in rivers 'good for wildlife'
Cleaner rivers in England and Wales have helped many species of wildlife, the Environment Agency says. The last decade has been the best for rivers since the industrial revolution, it said.
Record numbers of salmon and sea trout were found in the Mersey, Tyne and Thames, while otters returned to every region in England and Wales. The decade also saw the return of the water vole after a dramatic decline in the 1990s.
Ian Barker, head of water at the Environment Agency, said: "The last decade shows how far we've come in reducing pollution and improving water quality and river habitats. Rivers in England and Wales are at their healthiest for over a century, with otters, salmon and other wildlife returning to many rivers in record numbers in locations across the country."
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-12098028 
 
UN gives final approval to biodiversity science panel
The UN has given final approval for the establishment of an expert panel to advise governments on science and policy issues relating to biodiversity. Endorsement came at the UN General Assembly in New York. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) will assess evidence on the causes and effects of nature degradation, and policy options.
Details will be worked out during the first few months of next year.
The new organisation is roughly modelled on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), and will be similarly charged with providing "gold standard" reports to governments.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-12053414 
 
The BES Parliamentary Shadowing Scheme Opens for Fifth Year
The British Ecological Society’s Parliamentary Shadowing Scheme is once again open for applications. The scheme provides a fantastic opportunity for early-career members of the BES to spend two days or more shadowing policy-makers in the UK or at the European Parliament. Previous years have seen participation from Defra – with shadowers spending time with both the Minister for the Natural Environment and the Defra Chief Scientific Advisor – Wales, Scotland and MEPs in Brussels. This year, policy-makers so far confirmed are Jane Davidson AM, Minister for the Environment, Sustainability and Housing at the Welsh Assembly Government and Chris Davies MEP.
If you are a member of the BES and completed your PhD no more than 12 years ago, do consider applying. The closing date for covering letters and CVs is Monday 31 January 2011.
http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/policy/shadowing_scheme.php 
 
Events
 
Enabling citizen choices about land use and the natural environment
16 February 2011, Charles Darwin House, London
An open forum to draw together lessons from projects that make citizens more central in choices about land use and the natural environment. Organised by the Natural Capital Initiative with support from Sciencewise ERC.
http://www.naturalcapitalinitiative.org.uk/50-participatory_ecosystem_approaches/ 
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Record response to Natural Environment White Paper discussion document
Over 15,000 people and organisations sent responses to a call for ideas on the Natural Environment White Paper, a record number for a Defra consultation, proving that people want to see a real positive change in the future of our natural environment.
The natural environment underpins our economic prosperity, health and wellbeing. The aim of the White Paper is to set out a clear framework for protecting and enhancing the things that nature gives us for free, which are too often taken for granted.
Work continues to develop the White Paper for publication in the spring. As part of this, more detail has now been published on our thinking so far on biodiversity offsetting, where society is compensated for its environmental loss, by a developer paying to create or restore an area of habitat elsewhere. We would like to encourage people to give us their views on this potential approach.
Development is needed so that communities can grow and expand, but it can damage wildlife and habitats. Greater use of offsetting is one tool we could use to help us achieve a healthy natural environment. The discussion material on biodiversity offsetting is available at http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/offsetting/index.htm
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=417001&SubjectId=2 
The Society of Biology responded to the Defra White Paper consultation
http://www.societyofbiology.org/policy/consultations 
The Natural Capital Initiative has published reports of two workshops on biodiversity offsetting and a third will follow in the New Year
http://www.naturalcapitalinitiative.org.uk/46-towards_no_net_loss_and_beyond/ 
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Common Agricultural Policy reform: task force
The Society of Biology has set up a policy task force, chaired by Tim Brigstocke FSB, on the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The task force is drawn from our member organisations and our fellowship. The main outputs of this expert group will be: a position paper on CAP reform, a response to the European Commission communication published in November, and an article in Biologist.
This week, the task force sent a response to the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee enquiry "The impact of Common Agricultural Policy reform on UK Agriculture". The response will be available on our website as soon as the committee gives us permission to publish it.
There are many issues of interest to biologists and to our member organisations under the theme of CAP reform. These include: food security, other food issues including healthy eating and nutrition, protecting/enhancing ecosystem services, protecting biodiversity, climate change, water, non-food issues e.g. biofuels and other uses of agricultural land, soil fertility, pesticide usage, the role of agriculture in creating and protecting landscapes, especially in upland areas. An early role of the task force is to narrow down these issues. Although our focus is primarily biological, we will include relevant economic and social factors to
For information on the task force please contact Barbara Knowles barbaraknowles@societyofbiology.org 
  
New environment laws a stage closer
The principles of the Wildlife and Natural Environment Bill have been backed by the Scottish Parliament, bringing a new era for the management of the countryside a stage closer.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/12/03074705 
 
Loss of species large and small threatens human health
The loss of biodiversity—from beneficial bacteria to charismatic mammals—threatens human health. That's the conclusion of a study published this week in the journal Nature by scientists who study biodiversity and infectious diseases. The work reveals a critical connection between conservation and disease. Species losses in ecosystems such as forests and fields result in increases in pathogens—disease-causing organisms—the researchers found. The animals, plants, and microbes most likely to disappear as biodiversity is lost are often those that buffer infectious disease transmission. Those that remain tend to be species that magnify the transmission of infectious diseases like West Nile virus, Lyme disease, and hantavirus.
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-12/cioe-los112910.php 
Dr Kate Jones of the Zoological Society of London, and one of the study’s authors, addressed the recent Natural Capital Initiative meeting on Ecosystem Services and Health and debated the findings.
http://www.naturalcapitalinitiative.org.uk/45-ecosystem_services_and_the_delivery_of_health_benefits/ 
 
Caroline Spelman welcomes new global scientific body to provide advice on biodiversity
The creation by the UN of a new scientific body on biodiversity is a major step forward in the global battle to stop the loss of animal and plant species and restore ecosystems, says Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman. The UK has pledged £2 million over the next four years to help support the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), which was announced by the UN last week.
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=416911&SubjectId=2 
 
Government launches £4.2m urban tree-planting plan
The scheme wants to see local communities get involved in planting trees
A £4.2m scheme to plant one million trees over the next four years has been unveiled by the government. It will see trees planted in urban areas of England that need them most, in the first government tree-planting campaign since the 1970s. It aims to reverse declines in the rates in the number of trees being planted in towns and cities.
It will be led by Defra, alongside the Forestry Commission and organisations such as the Woodland Trust.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-11894742 
 
Society of Biology to grow influence in Scotland
The Society of Biology is to establish a permanent presence in Scotland, with the appointment of Dr Caroline Wallace MSB in her dual role for The Royal Society of Edinburgh and Society of Biology.
http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/news/view/205 
 
Open consultations
Offsetting the impact of development on biodiversity
In Defra’s Business Plan, we commit to assessing the scope for action to offset the impact of development on biodiversity.  We would be grateful for any written comments by the end of January 2011. 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/offsetting/index.htm 
 
FSA seeks views on revised Strategic Plan
The Food Standards Agency is consulting on its revised Strategic Plan for 2010-2015. The five-year plan, first published in December 2009, sets the Agency’s strategic direction and priorities, and describes the outcomes the Agency aims to deliver to safeguard public health at all stages of the food chain.
Closing date: 11 February 2011
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2010/dec/strategy 
 
Measuring national well-being
Office for National Statistics
ONS is developing new measures of national well-being.  The aim is that these new measures will cover the quality of life of people in the UK, environmental and sustainability issues, as well as the economic performance of the country.
To develop better measures of the nation’s well-being we want to consult with people, organisations and business across the UK as well as central and local government to ask what matters most in people lives and what is important for measuring the nation’s well-being.
Some of the aspects that we know affect national well-being include:
• Income and wealth 
• Job satisfaction and economic security 
• Ability to have a say on local and national issues 
• Having good connections with friends and relatives 
• Present and future conditions of the environment
• Crime 
• Health 
• Education and training
• Personal and cultural activities, including caring and volunteering
Closing date: 15 April 2011
http://www.ons.gov.uk/about/consultations/measuring-national-well-being/index.html 
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Huge study of Breckland habitat reveals rare species
More than a quarter of the UK's rare species have been discovered by a large scale biodiversity study of farmland on the Norfolk/Suffolk border. The University of East Anglia said its Breckland study revealed a "nationally important biodiversity hot-spot".
A huge variety of species were identified, from the smallest gnat to birds, plants and mammals. Researchers were astonished to find 28% of the UK's rare species on farmland in constant use for thousands of years. The area spans a large part of Norfolk and Suffolk but is still only 0.4% of land in the UK.
The university and a team of 200 naturalists collated nearly 1m records, showing 12,500 species and, of these, more than 2,000 are of national conservation concern. The study is believed to be the first of its kind to consider every single species found in an entire region.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-11874171

