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Society of Biology
Science policy news
15 December 2010
 
Record response to Natural Environment White Paper discussion document
Over 15,000 people and organisations sent responses to a call for ideas on the Natural Environment White Paper, a record number for a Defra consultation, proving that people want to see a real positive change in the future of our natural environment.
The natural environment underpins our economic prosperity, health and wellbeing. The aim of the White Paper is to set out a clear framework for protecting and enhancing the things that nature gives us for free, which are too often taken for granted.
Work continues to develop the White Paper for publication in the spring. As part of this, more detail has now been published on our thinking so far on biodiversity offsetting, where society is compensated for its environmental loss, by a developer paying to create or restore an area of habitat elsewhere. We would like to encourage people to give us their views on this potential approach.
Development is needed so that communities can grow and expand, but it can damage wildlife and habitats. Greater use of offsetting is one tool we could use to help us achieve a healthy natural environment. The discussion material on biodiversity offsetting is available at http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/offsetting/index.htm
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=417001&SubjectId=2 
The Society of Biology responded to the Defra White Paper consultation
http://www.societyofbiology.org/policy/consultations 
The Natural Capital Initiative has published reports of two workshops on biodiversity offsetting and a third will follow in the New Year
http://www.naturalcapitalinitiative.org.uk/46-towards_no_net_loss_and_beyond/ 
 
______________________________________________________________
Society of Biology
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8 December 2010
 
Common Agricultural Policy reform: task force
The Society of Biology has set up a policy task force, chaired by Tim Brigstocke FSB, on the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The task force is drawn from our member organisations and our fellowship. The main outputs of this expert group will be: a position paper on CAP reform, a response to the European Commission communication published in November, and an article in Biologist.
This week, the task force sent a response to the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee enquiry "The impact of Common Agricultural Policy reform on UK Agriculture". The response will be available on our website as soon as the committee gives us permission to publish it.
There are many issues of interest to biologists and to our member organisations under the theme of CAP reform. These include: food security, other food issues including healthy eating and nutrition, protecting/enhancing ecosystem services, protecting biodiversity, climate change, water, non-food issues e.g. biofuels and other uses of agricultural land, soil fertility, pesticide usage, the role of agriculture in creating and protecting landscapes, especially in upland areas. An early role of the task force is to narrow down these issues. Although our focus is primarily biological, we will include relevant economic and social factors to
For information on the task force please contact Barbara Knowles barbaraknowles@societyofbiology.org 
  
New environment laws a stage closer
The principles of the Wildlife and Natural Environment Bill have been backed by the Scottish Parliament, bringing a new era for the management of the countryside a stage closer.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/12/03074705 
 
Loss of species large and small threatens human health
The loss of biodiversity—from beneficial bacteria to charismatic mammals—threatens human health. That's the conclusion of a study published this week in the journal Nature by scientists who study biodiversity and infectious diseases. The work reveals a critical connection between conservation and disease. Species losses in ecosystems such as forests and fields result in increases in pathogens—disease-causing organisms—the researchers found. The animals, plants, and microbes most likely to disappear as biodiversity is lost are often those that buffer infectious disease transmission. Those that remain tend to be species that magnify the transmission of infectious diseases like West Nile virus, Lyme disease, and hantavirus.
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-12/cioe-los112910.php 
Dr Kate Jones of the Zoological Society of London, and one of the study’s authors, addressed the recent Natural Capital Initiative meeting on Ecosystem Services and Health and debated the findings.
http://www.naturalcapitalinitiative.org.uk/45-ecosystem_services_and_the_delivery_of_health_benefits/ 
 
Caroline Spelman welcomes new global scientific body to provide advice on biodiversity
The creation by the UN of a new scientific body on biodiversity is a major step forward in the global battle to stop the loss of animal and plant species and restore ecosystems, says Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman. The UK has pledged £2 million over the next four years to help support the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), which was announced by the UN last week.
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=416911&SubjectId=2 
 
Government launches £4.2m urban tree-planting plan
The scheme wants to see local communities get involved in planting trees
A £4.2m scheme to plant one million trees over the next four years has been unveiled by the government. It will see trees planted in urban areas of England that need them most, in the first government tree-planting campaign since the 1970s. It aims to reverse declines in the rates in the number of trees being planted in towns and cities.
It will be led by Defra, alongside the Forestry Commission and organisations such as the Woodland Trust.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-11894742 
 
Society of Biology to grow influence in Scotland
The Society of Biology is to establish a permanent presence in Scotland, with the appointment of Dr Caroline Wallace MSB in her dual role for The Royal Society of Edinburgh and Society of Biology.
http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/news/view/205 
 
Open consultations
Offsetting the impact of development on biodiversity
In Defra’s Business Plan, we commit to assessing the scope for action to offset the impact of development on biodiversity.  We would be grateful for any written comments by the end of January 2011. 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/offsetting/index.htm 
 
FSA seeks views on revised Strategic Plan
The Food Standards Agency is consulting on its revised Strategic Plan for 2010-2015. The five-year plan, first published in December 2009, sets the Agency’s strategic direction and priorities, and describes the outcomes the Agency aims to deliver to safeguard public health at all stages of the food chain.
Closing date: 11 February 2011
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2010/dec/strategy 
 
Measuring national well-being
Office for National Statistics
ONS is developing new measures of national well-being.  The aim is that these new measures will cover the quality of life of people in the UK, environmental and sustainability issues, as well as the economic performance of the country.
To develop better measures of the nation’s well-being we want to consult with people, organisations and business across the UK as well as central and local government to ask what matters most in people lives and what is important for measuring the nation’s well-being.
Some of the aspects that we know affect national well-being include:
• Income and wealth 
• Job satisfaction and economic security 
• Ability to have a say on local and national issues 
• Having good connections with friends and relatives 
• Present and future conditions of the environment
• Crime 
• Health 
• Education and training
• Personal and cultural activities, including caring and volunteering
Closing date: 15 April 2011
http://www.ons.gov.uk/about/consultations/measuring-national-well-being/index.html 
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Huge study of Breckland habitat reveals rare species
More than a quarter of the UK's rare species have been discovered by a large scale biodiversity study of farmland on the Norfolk/Suffolk border. The University of East Anglia said its Breckland study revealed a "nationally important biodiversity hot-spot".
A huge variety of species were identified, from the smallest gnat to birds, plants and mammals. Researchers were astonished to find 28% of the UK's rare species on farmland in constant use for thousands of years. The area spans a large part of Norfolk and Suffolk but is still only 0.4% of land in the UK.
The university and a team of 200 naturalists collated nearly 1m records, showing 12,500 species and, of these, more than 2,000 are of national conservation concern. The study is believed to be the first of its kind to consider every single species found in an entire region.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-11874171

Society of Biology
Science policy news
24 November 2010
 
Scotland hosts Biodiversity Conference
The value of a healthy environment should not be underestimated, even in the toughest of economic times, Environment Minister Roseanna Cunningham said. The Minister was speaking at the UK Biodiversity Partnership Conference held in Stirling.
Ms Cunningham said: "2010 is the International Year of Biodiversity, a time when we need to reflect on what has been achieved so far and focus on the big challenges ahead that we need to meet. New UN and EU targets bring new challenges. We need a huge change in thinking - away from simply repairing damage to biodiversity, and towards addressing the pressures and building healthy landscapes for the benefit of all."
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/11/23145134 
 
Environment Minister launches Business and Biodiversity programme
Environment Minister Edwin Poots has launched the Business and Biodiversity Programme at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum, Cultra. The programme is managed by ARENA Network, the environmental arm of Business in the Community, and sponsored by the Northern Ireland Environment Agency and AES Ballylumford. The aim of the programme is to engage with Northern Ireland’s businesses, to promote biodiversity issues and increase levels of awareness of the economic value and importance of biodiversity.
Speaking at the launch the Environment Minister said: “There are many challenges for businesses in understanding the economic value and importance of biodiversity and the benefits it can bring to their business."
http://www.northernireland.gov.uk/index/media-centre/news-departments/news-doe/news-doe-181110-environment-minister-launches.htm 
 
________________________________________

Society of Biology
Science policy news
17 November 2010
  
Natural value: messages from the National Ecosystem Assessment
Defra has pulled together a number of web links and publications relating to the National Ecosystem Assessment and other projects which aim to put a value on ecosystem services http://sd.defra.gov.uk/2010/11/natural-value/?utm_source=email&dm_i=A78,9P64,2Z7QLF,T5B2,1 
Three other documents were published on 18 October alongside the NEA Key Messages:
What nature can do for you: a practical introduction to making the most of natural services, assets and resources in policy and decision making (pdf):
A guide for policy makers on an ecosystems approach. This is a practical introduction to making the most of natural services, assets and resources in policy and decision making. An executive brochure for What nature can do for you has also been published.
Towards a deeper understanding of nature’s value: Encouraging an interdisciplinary approach towards evidence about the value of the natural environment (pdf):
Analysis of the evidence base on the value of the natural environment
Payments for ecosystem services: a short introduction (pdf):
Key definitions and broad principles for payments for ecosystems, outlining further work that is planned in Defra.
http://sd.defra.gov.uk/2010/11/natural-value/?utm_source=email&dm_i=A78,9P64,2Z7QLF,T5B2,1 
 
Understanding the importance of biodiversity is key, says Environment Minister
If we are to properly protect our environment, people in Wales need to understand what biodiversity is and why it matters to them, says Environment Minister, Jane Davidson. The Minister was speaking at an International Year of Biodiversity event at the Senedd, aimed at highlighting exactly what needs to be done to prevent the loss of biodiversity in Wales and across the globe.
http://wales.gov.uk/newsroom/environmentandcountryside/2010/101111understanding/;jsessionid=Ncd4Mv5HbzHGkJwyfp1qbNSzLSLxwRyHjm49jn2Z1SW3Bjr6LK4s!-1457351574?lang=en&status=open
--------------------------------------------------------------

Society of Biology
Science policy news
10 November 2010
 
Biodiversity in the 21st Century: Are we missing the target?
Prof Georgina Mace stimulated lively debate about biodiversity targets and conservation at the British Library’s tenth TalkScience event on 09 November. The event which was co-sponsored by the Society of Biology drew a very broad audience to hear Prof Mace’s analysis of the emergence of biodiversity loss as a key issue; the development in 2002 of the target to reduce biodiversity loss by 2010, and this year’s admission that the target had not been achieved. Biodiversity is estimated as showing steep declines in several groups, notably amphibians. The substantial margin of failure to achieve the target has motivated efforts towards new international agreements and co-operation to turn the tide but this task is urgent and complex. The new targets set for 2020 are undergoing final revisions. Valuation of biodiversity in monetary terms through TEEB, and nationally through the NEA, may provide evidence to inform policy development and Prof Mace cautioned against scientists’ involvement in proscribing policy, recommending communication of relevant evidence as the correct approach. Audience discussion considered valuation of natural, adapted and agricultural ecosystems; the feasibility of ecosystem restoration; the mechanisms of target setting and evaluation; measurements of biodiversity and ecosystem services, and the place of scientific advice and scientists’ opinions in the policymaking process. As a ray of hope, it was noted that the conservation efforts of the 20th century had been successful in preserving species and habitats which might otherwise have disappeared.
A full report and podcast will be available shortly on the BL TalkScience webpage.   
http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/news/view/180 
Prof Mace is President-Elect of the British Ecological Society
http://britishecologicalsociety.org/blog/ 
 
An Integrated Assessment for Countryside Survey data to investigate Ecosystem Services in Great Britain
The Countryside Survey (CS) Integrated Assessment report was published on 27 October 2010. The analysis in the report uses CS data to investigate the ecosystem services provided by the countryside. This work was led by scientists from the Centre for Ecology & Hydrology (CEH) working with colleagues from CS partner organisations.
http://www.countrysidesurvey.org.uk/ia_report.html 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------

Society of Biology
Science policy news
3 November 2010
 
Society of Biology response to Defra Natural Environment White Paper.
The Society of Biology has responded to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs' White Paper consultation "An invitation to shape the Nature of England".
The Society has stressed the importance of valuing whole ecosystems, developing policies at appropriate scales, and the importance of a national-level vision and policy frameworks. The Society also stressed the need for sustainable agricultural development, protection of biodiversity and support for the underpinning long-term data sets and expertise which monitor our environment.
http://www.societyofbiology.org/policy/consultations/view/36 
 
The environment cuts that didn't make the headlines
Significant changes to national conservation bodies are passing under the news radar after the spending review 'bonfire of the quangos'. Are these signs of things to come in the new post-cuts environment? Even before last week's spending review, it was obvious that Natural England, the government's main agency advising on and implementing policies to help biodiversity, had been earmarked for a major restructuring and downsizing.
Ministers made little effort to hide their irritation at Natural England's occasional suggestions that government policies were not the best thing for the natural world. This was a worrying sign, though predictably overlooked in the fallout from slashing more than 50 environment bodies and hundreds of millions of pounds a year of spending by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra).
Less than 48 hours later, an observant correspondent pointed out that over the previous week, Natural England had removed two people from its board, including the popular and highly respected chief scientist Tom Tew.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/blog/2010/oct/29/environment-cuts?intcmp=239 
 
New agreement reached in Nagoya: Statement from Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman
Caroline Spelman has welcomed the new agreement reached in Nagoya for setting targets to protect the natural environment.
Caroline Spelman said: "These have been long and hard negotiations, but we have successfully achieved a new global plan to help protect our natural environment. We have also agreed an historic protocol which has been 18 years in the making, establishing a regime where developing countries will allow access to their genetic and natural resources in return for a share of the benefits for their use.
"The new agreement states we will take effective and urgent action to halt the loss of habitats and species in order to ensure that by 2020 our natural environment is resilient and can continue to provide the essential services that we would otherwise take for granted. This will secure the planet's variety of life, our well being and help eradicate poverty.
"We have also secured an agreement to link climate change, global poverty and biodiversity together in protecting the world's forests, which is essential if we are to achieve our aims in these areas. This was a key objective for the UK and this week I announced £100 million specifically to fund biodiversity projects in forest regions.
"I and my colleagues from other EU member states have learnt the tough lessons from other negotiations and worked tirelessly at this conference to find common ground amongst nations so that this agreement can be reached.
"We will now take this binding framework forward and put the key elements into effect in the Natural Environment White Paper to be published in spring 2011."
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=416288&SubjectId=2 
 
 
World Bank to lead economic push on nature protection
The World Bank has launched a global partnership aimed at helping countries include the costs of destroying nature into their national accounts. Ten nations will take part in the pilot phase, including India and Colombia. The bank's president Robert Zoellick said environmental destruction happens partly because governments do not account for the value of nature.
The new project aims to pick up conclusions of a recent UN-backed project on The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (Teeb), and help governments turn them into policy.
"The groundbreaking report... has helped define the importance of biodiversity in a new way," said UK Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman. "What's absolutely clear is that we need to bring about a real change in the way we value natural capital and ecosystem services and integrate them into the mainstream of our decision-making processes."
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-11642538 
 
The Bank of Natural Capital
The Bank of Natural Capital is a website created to communicate the findings of The TEEB Study into The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB).
The TEEB Study assessed the global economic costs of ecosystem degradation and biodiversity loss, and recommended solutions to policy makers, administrators, businesses and individuals
We have to point out that the Bank of Natural Capital does not, yet, provide either traditional or natural banking services.
http://bankofnaturalcapital.com/category/teeb-study/ 
  
Future of England’s state-owned forests
Concerns around the future of England’s forests managed by the Forestry Commission have been raised around signs of government's plan to put half up for sale might raise billions of pounds to help balance government deficit. In an in-depth article the Guardian explores some of the issues around the future of forestry in the UK and asks to what extent moving to private ownership may be an issue. 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/oct/29/forest-sell-off-government 
 
Defra to consult over selling Forestry land in England
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has told MPs it plans to hold a consultation on selling parts of Forestry Commission land in England. The Forestry Commission's estate covers 18% of England's wooded areas, some of which provides domestic timber.
Defra said the government has "reiterated its firm commitment to biodiversity and other public benefits which forests and woodland provide". And it said it would consult the public on its proposals later this year.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-11653679
--------------------------------------------------------------
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Shadow cabinet line-up
Labour's new frontbench team includes:
Shadow Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs: Mary Creagh MP
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-11494915 
http://www2.labour.org.uk/labours-new-front-bench-team,2010-10-10 
 
A green and pleasant land
Biodiversity is pivotal to the UK government's environmental ambitions, explains Caroline Spelman MP, Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.
http://www.publicservice.co.uk/feature_story.asp?id=14962 
 
RSPB calls for new measures to raise conservation funds
Report suggests innovative ways for the UK to raise the funding needed protect species and habitats in an era of cuts.
The charity says it has identified four areas for raising more money for conservation:
• Conservation credits, under which developers would fund restoration work to "offset" damage done, or a simpler scheme to levy an average £500 one-off charge on new homes to compensate for the "land take";
• New taxes on specifically damaging practices such as peat removal (which alone could raise £66m-£165m a year assuming gardeners did not switch to other products), and fertilisers and pesticides;
• Encouraging more companies, individuals and other non-government organisations to pay for conservation, using a range of measures from
regulations and eco-labels to public education;
• Getting more private organisations to pay for "ecosystem services", such as a company paying farmers to use fewer chemicals to reduce the cost of clean water.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/oct/12/rspb-conservation-funding .
 
Minister announces new ‘arkive’ of rare wildlife images
Environment Minister Richard Benyon has launched a new website featuring images of some of the unique plants and animals that live in UK Overseas Territories, habitats that most people have no idea the UK has responsibility for protecting.
The ARKive Overseas Territories website, run by Wildscreen, will help raise awareness of wildlife in the 14 UK Overseas Territories and will be launched at the Big Nature Party event at London’s Natural History Museum. The website will host a unique collection of wildlife images from species and habitats found within our Overseas Territories.
Launching the ARKive picture gallery Environment Minister Richard Benyon said:
“Many plants and animals that live in our Overseas Territories are found nowhere else in the world. The Montserrat mountain chicken, which is actually a frog, is only found in Montserrat and if it becomes extinct here it will be lost forever.
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=415836&SubjectId=2 

-------------------------------------------------------------
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29 September 2010
‘Making space for nature’: a review of England’s wildlife sites published
An independent review of England’s wildlife sites and the connections between them was published, with recommendations to help achieve a healthy natural environment that will allow our plants and animals to thrive. Led by Professor Sir John Lawton, the review was set up to look at our wildlife sites and whether they are capable of responding and adapting to the growing challenges of climate change and other demands on our land.
http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/2010/09/24/nature-news/ 
 
Halt biodiversity loss by 2020, say MEPs
The EU needs to halt biodiversity loss by 2020 and to restore biodiversity wherever feasible, says the European Parliament in a resolution approved on Tuesday. MEPs deeply regret that the aim of halting biodiversity loss by 2010 has not been met and they believe that biodiversity conservation should be mainstreamed in all EU policy areas.
A European Commission assessment in 2008 found that 50% of species and up to 80% of habitats in Europe are under threat, and some studies estimate that the cost of welfare loss from biodiversity loss, currently about €50 billion per year, will rise to €14 trillion or 7% of estimated GDP, per year by 2050.
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/en/pressroom/content/20100920IPR82946/  
 
Threats to the world's plants assessed
More than 20% of the world's 380,000 plant species are at risk of extinction, making plants more threatened than birds, according to the first global analysis of the status of plant biodiversity.
The risk assessment, called the Sampled Red List Index for Plants, was conducted by plant scientists at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK. It finds that gymnosperms — or seed-bearing plants — including conifers and cycads, are the most at-risk group of plants, with more than 75% of cycad species currently threatened with extinction.
Habitat loss, resulting from the conversion of natural habitats for agriculture and livestock grazing, is the biggest threat to plants' survival, the study concludes.
http://www.nature.com/news/2010/100928/full/news.2010.499.html 

Land use strategy
A consultation has been launched on a strategy which sets out, for the first time, a high-level, long-term agenda for sustainable land use across Scotland.
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs and the Environment Richard Lochhead said this was the first time that land use across Scotland has been considered in this way - setting down in one place 'our thinking on how we manage our valuable resources so as to maximise the benefits on an ongoing basis'.
The consultation proposes three strategic objectives:
-          Successful land-based businesses contributing to Scotland's prosperity and wellbeing
-          Flourishing natural environments delivering the widest range of benefits to Scotland, and playing their part in mitigating global climate change, and
-          Vibrant, sustainable communities in urban and rural areas, with people connected to the land, enjoying it and taking an interest in its future
The Scottish Government is also consulting until 25 October 2010 on Speak Up for Rural Scotland - how to maximise rural Scotland's contribution to sustainable economic growth. We will consider responses to both consultations to offer a consistent approach to shaping the future of land use and of rural Scotland.
Closing date: 17 December 2010
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/09/23141902
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Countryside/Landusestrategy
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Biodiversity in the 21st Century: Are we missing the target? 
The Society is a partner in the next TalkScience event at the British Library, St. Pancras, London, on 09 November. Professor Georgina Mace will discuss biodiversity research and report on the October meeting of the COP in Nagoya.
http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/experthelp/science/talkscience/ournextevent/ournextevent.html 
 
Participatory Processes and Techniques for an Ecosystems Approach
Closing date: 17 September 2010
Views are invited on a draft introductory guide explaining how participatory processes and techniques can be used as part of an ecosystems approach to decision making.
http://participatory-ecosystems.co.uk/ 
 
Society of Biology
Science policy news
01 September 2010
 
A role for the public in ensuring planning decisions meet their environmental and developmental interests
One of Defra’s top three priorities is protecting the environment and enhancing biodiversity. Under this priority, a key commitment is to publish a White Paper on the natural environment by 2011, the first stage of which is an open consultation process aiming to shape the development of this paper. This is an important step in a move towards greater consideration of public interest with regard to the environment and its protection. 
However, the work of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) highlights that the public needs a greater role in planning decisions to ensure that the public’s environmental and developmental interests in relation to society are met.
http://www.sciencewise-erc.org.uk/cms/a-role-for-the-public-in-ensuring-planning-decisions-meet-their-environmental-and-developmental-interests/?dm_i=DA4,7Q64,2232W3,JIKU,1
 
Bjørn Lomborg: $100bn a year needed to fight climate change
The world's most high-profile climate change sceptic is to declare that global warming is "undoubtedly one of the chief concerns facing the world today" and "a challenge humanity must confront", in an apparent U-turn that will give a huge boost to the embattled environmental lobby.
Bjørn Lomborg, the self-styled "sceptical environmentalist" once compared to Adolf Hitler by the UN's climate chief, is famous for attacking climate scientists, campaigners, the media and others for exaggerating the rate of global warming and its effects on humans, and the costly waste of policies to stop the problem.
But in a new book to be published next month, Lomborg will call for tens of billions of dollars a year to be invested in tackling climate change. "Investing $100bn annually would mean that we could essentially resolve the climate change problem by the end of this century," the book concludes.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/aug/30/bjorn-lomborg-climate-change-u-turn
Society of Biology
Science policy news
18 August 2010
 
 Reminder: Deadline approaching for Society of Biology Competitions
Science Communication Awards
Nominations are requested for the Science Communication Awards 2010, which recognise bioscience researchers from UK universities and institutes who make an outstanding and consistent contribution to communicating science to the public. Visit our website for full details.
http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/scicomm 


[Details: 2010 Society of Biology Science Communication Awards
 
The Science Communication Awards recognise bioscience researchers from UK universities and institutes who make an outstanding and consistent contribution to communicating science to the public. There are two award categories; New Researcher (£750), for bioscience researchers currently reading for a Masters or PhD, or in the first year of a post-doctoral position; and Established Researcher (£1,500), for bioscience researchers who are beyond the first stages of their research career, as defined in the above category. Nominations for researchers working in any sector of the biosciences, from UK universities or institutes, must be supported by a member of the Society of Biology or members of the British Lichen Society. Full details are available on the Society of Biology’s website. The closing date for nominations is the 3rd September.]

International Year of Biodiversity Photography Competition
The UN has designated 2010 the 'International Year of Biodiversity’. To celebrate we have organised an exciting photography competition. Entrants are asked to capture images that celebrate, explore, comment on or reveal aspects of biodiversity from around the world.
The competition is free, open to all and includes £2,000 worth of prizes! So get snapping, but before you do visit the website to review the competition rules.
http://www.societyofbiology.org/newsandevents/photocomp
 
[Details: Society of Biology Biodiversity Photography Competition
 
2010 has been designated the International Year of Biodiversity by the United Nations. To celebrate the Society of Biology has launched a major photography competition. Entrants are free to interpret how they capture photographically images that celebrate, explore, comment on or reveal aspects of biodiversity from around the world. The winning photograph will be used as the cover image for the Society’s leading Journal Biologist, and the winner will receive £1,000! There are four award categories; Land, Air, Water and Close Up and the Society is giving away lots of prizes to the winners and runners up in each category. Full details are available on the Society’s website or by emailing photocomp@societyofbiology.org. Closing date for entries is the 3rd September.]


News:
 Research intelligence - A geneticist in the House
Julian Huppert admits that he feels the weight of expectation placed on him by a scientific community desperate for advocates in the new UK Parliament. The election in May of Dr Huppert, a University of Cambridge geneticist, was one of the few bright spots for science in a general election that saw many of its previous champions either retire or lose their seats. The Liberal Democrat is one of only two members of this Parliament with a science doctorate (the other is Therese Coffey, the Conservative member for Suffolk Coastal, who has a chemistry PhD) and the only one to have worked as a researcher.
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?sectioncode=26&storycode=412938&c=2
 
Farmers face losing thousands of pounds in public subsidies for protecting Britain's wildlife.
Cuts to a scheme which rewards farmers who encourage biodiversity are being proposed by the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, which is expected to have to slash up to 40 per cent from its budget by 2014. A senior Government source said that the Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) subsidy, which is paid to thousands of farmers, faced being scaled back. It is claimed about 3,500 more farms were due to sign up to the scheme in the next 12 months but many of those agreements may now be unlikely to go ahead.
Wildlife groups have reacted with growing concern to the proposed cuts. Mark Avery, the director of conservation at the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), said: "We are very worried Defra will be clobbered higher than other Government departments. This is a Government that promised to be the greenest ever but if they cut these grants to farms, wildlife will suffer."
Last night Richard Benyon, the Defra minister in charge of the natural environment, said his department had made its submissions to the Treasury but that no firm decisions had yet been taken on what would be axed or cut back. He said: "Reversing the decline in biodiversity and playing our part in ensuring this is the greenest government ever are top priorities for Defra."
Defra has one of the smallest departmental budgets – about £3 billion a year – and campaigners claim that as a result there is little of the wastage that might exist in larger departments.
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/agriculture/7945991/Farmers-face-losing-thousands-of-pounds-in-environmental-subsidies.html 
 
Defra ministers endorse campaign to protect farmland biodiversity
Minister of State for Agriculture and Food, Jim Paice, has announced that the Campaign for the Farmed Environment, an industry-led initiative which encourages farmers to voluntarily nurture wildlife on their land, is making progress and will continue, but farmers can still do more to ensure it continues to be successful. 
http://nds.coi.gov.uk/content/detail.aspx?NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=415030&SubjectId=2 
  
Communicate
Communicate is the annual conference for environmental communicators.
The theme for 2010 is "Connecting with Nature". Speakers include:
* David Attenborough, Broadcaster and Presenter
* Richard Benyon, MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Natural Environment and Fisheries
* Fiona Reynolds, Director General, National Trust
* Martin Spray, Chief Executive, Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust
* Dan Epstein, Head of Sustainability, London 2012 Olympic Authority
* Ed Gillespie, Director, Futerra
* Simon Stuart, Head of IUCN Biodiversity Assessment Unit
* Lee Durrell, Honorary Director of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust
* Ken Banks, Founder of kiwanja.net
* And a range of other experts, speakers and chairs.
Register at http://www.bnhc.org.uk/home/communicate/delegates/registration.html 
http://www.communicatenow.org.uk
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New Parliamentary Select Committee Chairs announced
The Science and Technology Committee will be chaired by the Conservative Andrew Miller MP, whose political interests include science and technology, as shown by his long-standing membership of Scientists for Labour and his roles on the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee since 1997. As a board member for the Parliamentary Office of Science and Technology in the early 1990s, and as a former member of the Science and Technology Select Committee between 1992 and 1997, his role as Chair seems a natural progression for this established parliamentarian.
The Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee receives Anne McIntosh MP as its new chair, who has sat as a member on the Committee since 2007 and previously on similar Select Committees scrutinising former environment and transport departments during the Blair Government. She has held corresponding Shadow Ministerial roles during this period, including Shadow Minister for Transport (2002-03), Environment and Transport (2003-05), and later as Shadow Minister for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (2007-10). A former MEP, the Thirsk and Malton MP has long standing political interests in transport and agriculture.
The Environmental Audit Committee will be headed up by the Labour MP for Stoke-on-Trent North since 1987, Joan Walley. In opposition, Ms Walley served as Spokesperson on Environmental Protection and Development (1988-90) and on Transport (1990-95). She is a member of SERA, the Labour Environment Campaign, which reflects her political interests in this area. Ms Walley’s appointment follows her long service as an Environmental Audit Committee member, a position she has held since 1997.
The Energy and Climate Change Committee gains the experienced former chair of the Environmental Audit Committee, the Conservative’s Tim Yeo MP. As MP for South Suffolk for more than 25 years, Yeo has served as a junior minister in the Department for Environment under John Major’s premiership, and later as as Minister of State for the Countryside and Environment, where, according to his website, he “reformed planning law, helped to develop climate change policy and established the now thriving Energy Saving Trust”. In Opposition he has held relevant shadow ministerial roles including Environment and Local Government spokesman (1997-98), Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (1998-2001) and Shadow Secretary of State for Transport and the Environment (2004-05). His five years as Environmental Audit Committee Chairman up until the election has given him substantial Select Committee experience.
With chairs now in place, the membership of these Committees will take shape in the coming weeks.
http://britishecologicalsociety.org/blog/blog/2010/06/10/new-parliamentary-select-committee-chairs-announced/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+EcologicalAndPolicyBlog+%28BES+Ecology+%26+Policy+Blog%29 
 
New environment protection laws
New laws to protect wildlife and better regulate the management of Scotland's natural environment have been presented to the Scottish Parliament. They are designed to update ancient gaming laws, introduce robust deer management policies, minimise confusion and prevent invasive non-native species gaining a foothold in Scotland's unique landscape.
Introducing the Wildlife and Natural Environment Bill, Environment Minister Roseanna Cunningham said: "Scotland's natural environment covers a staggering 95 per cent of our land and contributes around £17 billion to our economy every year.”
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/06/10091322 
 
New UN science body to monitor biosphere
Representatives from close to 90 countries gathering in Busan, Korea, this week, have approved the formation of a new organization to monitor the ecological state of the planet and its natural resources. Dubbed the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), the new entity will likely meet for the first time in 2011 and operate much like the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
http://www.nature.com/news/2010/100612/full/news.2010.297.html 
 
Big firms fail to recognise risk of biodiversity loss
A new report by PricewaterhouseCoopers finds that only two of the world’s largest 100 companies have identified biodiversity and ecosystem loss as a strategic issue. This is despite the estimated $2 - $4.5 trillion annual economic cost of biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation.
Only 18 companies made any mention of biodiversity or ecosystems in their full annual report, of these six have measures in place to reduce their impacts, and only two identified it as a strategic issue.
In sectors identified with a high dependency or impact, including food producers and primary industrial sectors, 89 companies producing sustainability reports; 23% disclosed some detail on biodiversity and nine identified it as a key sustainability issue.
The analysis by PWC was undertaken as part of the UN report on the Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity for business to be released in summer. 
http://www.ukmediacentre.pwc.com/News-Releases/Biodiversity-threat-will-eclipse-climate-change-economic-impacts-but-still-misses-CEO-and-valuations-radar-PwC-study-e9b.aspx 
 
Axe hovers over UK museum jobs
Natural History Museum pre-empts government cuts with attempt at big savings.
London's Natural History Museum is considering slashing 40 jobs in an attempt to save more than £2 million as it braces itself for an expected wave of cuts to public-sector spending in the United Kingdom. Despite the apparently healthy financial outlook reported in its most recent accounts, the museum is mulling over proposals to cut 40 positions in research, public engagement and corporate departments. At least one research unit could be totally eliminated, and Nature understands that staff concern is high. A senior employee has said that more cuts could be forthcoming.
http://www.nature.com/news/2010/100611/full/news.2010.294.html 
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David Willetts becomes new science minister
The UK's new minister responsible for research will have a very challenging brief, say science advocates. David Willetts MP was confirmed as minister of state for universities and science late on Wednesday and will have a seat at Cabinet. Like all government portfolios, science will have to operate in the shadow of efforts to reduce the public deficit.
The Tories promised the research sector a multi-year, "stable investment climate" in their election campaign. However they made no commitment to maintain Labour's supposed "ring fence" of science funding
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/8680125.stm 
 
New cabinet posts
David Cameron has announced his new Cabinet.  
Posts relevant to biologists include:
• Business: Vince Cable (includes universities, science, innovation) 
• Culture: Jeremy Hunt (includes responsibility for libraries, museums and botanic gardens with nationally important science collections) 
• Education: Michael Gove 
• Energy and Climate Change: Chris Huhne 
• Environment: Caroline Spelman 
David Willetts is the minister of state for universities and science at the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills, attending cabinet rather than a full member. 
Profiles of the Cabinet and the other government ministers can be found at: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/8675705.stm 
For more information, see: http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_187687 
  
Getting better all the time 
The biological, cultural and economic forces behind human progress
Book review: The Rational Optimist: How Prosperity Evolves. By Matt Ridley. Harper; 448 pages; $26.99. Fourth Estate; £20.
Thirty years ago, Julian Simon and Paul Ehrlich entered into a famous bet. Mr Simon, a libertarian, was sceptical of the gloomy claims made by Mr Ehrlich, an ecologist best known for his predictions of environmental chaos and human suffering that would result from the supposed “population bomb”. Thumbing his nose at such notions as resource scarcity, Mr Simon wagered that the price of any five commodities chosen by Mr Ehrlich would go down over the following decade. The population bomb was defused, and Mr Simon handily won the bet.
Now, Matt Ridley has a similarly audacious bet in mind. A well-known British science writer (and former Economist journalist), Mr Ridley has taken on the mantle of rational optimism from the late Mr Simon. In his new book, he challenges those nabobs of negativity who argue that the world cannot possibly feed 9 billion mouths, that Africa is destined to fail and that the planet is heading for a climate disaster. He boldly predicts that in 2110, a much bigger world population could enjoy more and better food produced on less land than is used by farming today—and even return lots of farmland to wilderness.
http://www.economist.com/displaystory.cfm?story_id=16103826&fsrc=nlw|hig|05-13-2010|editors_highlights 
 
Biodiversity Futures for the 21st Century
Scientists from a wide range of disciplines came together as part of the preparation of GBO-3 [Global Biodiversity Outlook 3] to identify possible future outcomes for biodiversity during the current century, based on observed trends, models and experiments. Their principal conclusions include:
• Projections of the impact of global change on biodiversity show continuing and often accelerating species extinctions, loss of natural habitat, and changes in the distribution and abundance of species, species groups and biomes over the 21st century. 
• There is a high risk of dramatic biodiversity loss and accompanying degradation of a broad range of ecosystem services if the Earth system is pushed beyond certain thresholds or tipping points.
• Earlier assessments have underestimated the potential severity of biodiversity loss based on plausible scenarios, because the impacts of passing tipping points or thresholds of ecosystem change have not previously been taken into account. 
• There are greater opportunities than identified in earlier assessments to address the biodiversity crisis while contributing to other social objectives; for example, by reducing the scale of climate change without large-scale deployment of biofuels and accompanying loss of natural habitats. 
• Biodiversity and ecosystem changes could be prevented, significantly reduced or even reversed if strong action is applied urgently, comprehensively and appropriately, at international, national and local levels.
http://gbo3.cbd.int/resources.aspx
 
Wildlife consultation
Plans to update laws to protect wildlife and the environment have received widespread support.
The Wildlife and Natural Environment Bill, which will soon be introduced to the Scottish Parliament, proposes more robust and collaborative deer management policies, reform of game laws and strengthened rules to prevent the introduction and spread of invasive non-native species.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/05/12134021 
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Society of Biology election activity
The Society is writing to election candidates to highlight the importance of science. In the next Parliament we call on Members to:
 
1 Recognise the central role of science in the economy, by maintaining or increasing funding for basic and applied research in real terms. We call on the new Government to develop a new 10-year funding framework for science, to underpin the UK’s position as a world leading scientific nation. Research funding for biology should enable the UK to maintain leading status across the range of biosciences from biomedicine to biodiversity and biotechnology.
 
2 Recognise the importance of practical as well as theoretical skills in the training of scientists. This will require financial support for a significant hands-on practical skills2 element, including laboratory and field skills in courses at schools and universities. The unit of funding of university science departments should cover the full costs of this activity. We recommend that the formula for funding be set at the same level for Biology as for Physics and Chemistry. School teachers should be enabled and supported to provide high quality laboratory and outdoor practical science teaching at all levels. We recommend that particular attention is paid to this in forthcoming curriculum reviews.
 
3 Intensify efforts to ensure that scientific evidence is well used and communicated across government. This is needed to improve policy development and delivery where issues cross traditional departmental responsibilities. We recommend inclusion of principles guaranteeing academic freedom of scientific advisers in the ministerial code. 
 
We have already begun to receive supportive replies.
 
Investigation of Climatic Research Unit finds no deliberate malpractice
Lord Oxburgh’s Independent Panel report into the CRU at the University of East Anglia has found no evidence of intentional bias but recommend greater involvement with professional statisticians and scientists beyond the relatively small international group of temperature specialists. While criticising national policies which introduced charging for access to government funded data sets the report backs CRU’s position that decisions to release unpublished raw data to third parties under Freedom of Information (FoI) requests should rest with the collecting authority. The primary conclusion stated that:
 
• We saw no evidence of any deliberate scientific malpractice in any of the work of the Climatic Research Unit and had it been there we believe that it is likely that we would have detected it. Rather we found a small group of dedicated if slightly disorganised researchers who were ill-prepared for being the focus of public attention. As with many small research groups their internal procedures were rather informal. 
http://www.uea.ac.uk/mac/comm/media/press/CRUstatements/Report+of+the+Science+Assessment+Panel 
  
Europeans not well informed about biodiversity loss
A Eurobarometer survey for the European Commission shows that shows that many Europeans do not understand what is meant by biodiversity and do not feel well informed about biodiversity loss. The Commission has, at the same time, launched a campaign aimed at informing the public about the loss of biodiversity in the EU under the title “we are all in this together”.
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/411&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en 
Campaign website: www.weareallinthistogether.eu
 
Royal Society Festival details announced
The Royal Society has released details of a ten-day summer festival which forms part of this year’s 350th anniversary celebrations. The festival explores links between the sciences and arts and features a host of cross-disciplinary collaborations, scientific and artistic events.
http://seefurtherfestival.org/
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Green Jobs and Skills
Green Jobs and Skills: Government Response to the Committee's Second Report was published as the Environmental Audit Committee's First Special Report of Session 2009-10. The Government agrees with the Committee that the employment opportunities arising from the global shift to a low carbon resource efficient economy represent a major economic opportunity for the UK. Maximising the UK's potential for growth and job creation in this area is a cross-Government priority.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmenvaud.htm
 
Public Engagement with Research benefits researchers and provides a major contribution to society
Research Councils UK (RCUK) has released three new publications that highlight the importance of public engagement activities and celebrate the successes of the increasing number of researchers engaging the public with support from RCUK.
RCUK Public Engagement with Research Strategy
Engaging Young People with Cutting Edge Research: a guide for researchers and teachers
What’s in it for me? The benefits of public engagement for researchers
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/news/100310.htm
 
Distribution and targeting of the CAP budget from a biodiversity perspective
The EU has highlighted the importance of using the Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) to prevent the abandonment of high nature value farmland and its intensification as a key action to halt biodiversity decline. A new report sets out to assess whether the current distribution of CAP funds is likely to favour the maintenance of farmland with high nature value (HNV). And it explores the extent to which CAP funds are likely to support the long-term economic and ecological sustainability of these HNV farming systems.
The analysis suggests that, despite CAP reform and decoupling subsidies from production, the majority of funding still goes to the most productive agricultural land. Relatively little is spent in areas with a high proportion of HNV farmland.
http://www.eea.europa.eu/publications/distribution-and-targeting-of-the-cap-budget-from-a-biodiversity-perspective?&utm_campaign=distribution-and-targeting-of-the-cap-budget-from-a-biodiversity-perspective&utm_medium=email&utm_source=EEASubscriptions 
 
Biofuels policy
In his regular column, BBC environment analyst Roger Harrabin asks whether the EU's biofuels policy will stand up to scrutiny.
“The politicians joined the biofuels game in good faith hoping for a "Get Out of Jail Free" card for climate change. They are now imprisoned between their wish to protect the environment and their need to retain the confidence of investors they have attracted into the game. Their discomfort means that the UK, for instance, is currently offering subsidies for power generation and transport to fuels shown by its own studies to be counter-productive. One of the few points of agreement among many environmentalists and climate sceptics is that biofuels policy as currently framed looks like a serious mistake.”
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/8559661.stm 
 
First ever audit of all of England’s lost and declining native species
Natural England has launched the most complete audit of hundreds of years of England’s wildlife winners and losers to an audience of leading conservationists at the Zoological Society of London.
Lost Life: England’s Lost and Threatened Species identifies nearly 500 animals and plants that have become extinct in England – practically all within the last two centuries. On top of this, nearly 1,000 native species have been given conservation priority status because of the severity of the threats facing them.
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/about_us/news/2010/110310.aspx 
 
We must agree new, stronger targets on biodiversity loss
Ahead of two major reports to be released this week on the state of wildlife in Britain and Europe, new Environment Commissioner Janez Potocnik considers the need for new EU and global targets to halt biodiversity loss.
http://www.publicservice.co.uk/feature_story.asp?id=13701 
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Future Countryside article
Is conservation policy undergoing a paradigm shift, moving away from protecting the natural environment for its own sake towards managing nature for the services it provides? The Natural Capital Initiative, a partnership between the Society of Biology, the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology, and the British Ecological Society, explores this issue in an article published on the Future Countryside website.
http://www.futurecountryside.com/articles.php/biodiversityandconservation/36/valuing-nature-a-new-paradigm-in-conservation 
 
National Ecosystem Assessment update
Attending an event to mark progress on the National Ecosystem Assessment, Secretary of State for Defra, Hilary Benn, emphasised the importance of being able to value the natural environment.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/latest/2010/bio-0222.htm
 
Scotland’s Land Use Strategy
How do you think Scotland's land should be used in the future? The development of the country's first Land Use Strategy is a landmark opportunity for you to have your say on the way Scotland's land is used. The Scottish Government invites you to have your say on the issues and help shape the draft strategy. So, if you have views on food production and food security, the development of renewable energy and the protection of landscapes and habitat, get along to one of the discussion workshops being held across the country or comment on the Land Use Strategy website. A full consultation on the Land Use Strategy will follow later in the year.
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Environment/Countryside/Landusestrategy 
http://www.ruralgateway.org.uk/en/node/1841
 
Kew review published
An independent performance review of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew has praised its impressive achievements and set out recommendations to ensure the major plant science research facility and popular visitor attraction maintains and improves on its success in years to come.
The review, carried out on behalf of Defra, concluded that the Royal Botanic Gardens (RBG) Kew has met all of its statutory obligations since the last performance review in 2001, such as preservation and care for a wide variety of plant collections, undertaking research into the science of plants and ensuring the public have access to the collections.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2010/100210a.htm
 
Public debate for a reformed CAP
The new EU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Mr. Dacian Ciolos, on his first official visit, said: "The European Union needs a better tailored, reformed Common Agricultural Policy, to answer the challenges of food security, growth and jobs in rural areas. The European agriculture must address the demands of the market and the expectations of society concerning public goods, the environment and climate change. For this, I will launch an extensive debate with the member states and all stakeholders across the EU"
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/newsroom/en/383.htm 
 

SOB Extracts 17/02/2010

NERC launches new consultation on taxonomy
The Natural Environment Research Council (NERC) is seeking input from taxonomists and users of taxonomy for its UK Taxonomy and Systematics Review. The review will make use of information already submitted to the House of Lords Inquiry and evidence given to the Linnean Society’s examination of critical gaps and needs.
http://www.nerc.ac.uk/research/programmes/taxonomy/events/consultation.asp 
 
Wales appoints science adviser
John Harries, professor of Earth observation at Imperial College, has been appointed as the Welsh Assembly Government's first chief scientific adviser.  Harries will take up the post from 1 May. The Chief Scientific Adviser’s role will be to provide scientific advice to the First Minister and the Welsh Assembly Government, to promote science, technology, engineering and mathematics and the role of science within the wider knowledge economy. This appointment follows a review into the creation of a Chief Scientific Adviser for Wales, which was carried out by Professor Christopher Pollock in 2008. Professor Pollock is now a member of the Society’s Education, Training and Policy (ETP) Committee.
http://www.egovmonitor.com/node/33250/print 
 
Aberystwyth University to cut jobs at IBERS
The Farmers Union of Wales is calling on the Westminster and Assembly Governments to provide urgent funding for Aberystwyth University’s Institute of Biological, Environmental and Rural Sciences (IBERS) in a bid to prevent the loss of up to 70 jobs.
http://www.farmersguardian.com/news/young-farmers/young-farmers-news/aberystwyth-university-to-cut-jobs-at-ibers/30191.article 
 
Tree and green space sectors to push for government research commitment
A research agenda on urban trees is being developed as part of a push for the Government to commit to funding in the face of looming public spending cuts.
http://www.hortweek.com/news/bulletin/dailybulletin/article/982163/?DCMP=EMC-HorticultureWeekDaily 
 
Environment Agency and Natural England given new enforcement powers
http://www.defra.gov.uk/news/2010/100202a.htm
 
Biodiversity loss matters, and communication is crucial
The solutions to climate change and biodiversity loss are equally complicated. Part of the answer, in each case, lies in enhancing the media's ability to communicate messages emerging from the underlying science, so that these accurately reflect both the urgency of the situation, and how ordinary people's lives may be affected.
http://www.scidev.net/en/editorials/biodiversity-loss-matters-and-communication-is-crucial.html
 
Can economics save wild nature?
Still reeling from the after-effects of the financial crisis, do we really trust the bankers to decide what is a sensible investment in our ecosystems? The BES Policy and Ecology Blog reports on the 5th Oxford Earthwatch lecture, delivered by Pavan Sukhdev, Special Adviser to UNEP's Green Economy Initiative.
http://britishecologicalsociety.org/blog/blog/2010/02/11/can-economics-save-wild-nature-and-can-wild-nature-save-economics/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+EcologicalAndPolicyBlog+%28BES+Ecology+%26+Policy+Blog%29&utm_content=Yahoo%21+Mail 
 
University funding
Dr Richard Pike, chief executive of the Royal Society of Chemistry has attacked the government for funding students doing "Mickey Mouse" degrees – and called for the money to be spent on science instead.
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/feb/10/stop-funding-mickey-mouse-degrees 
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